MANCAZSTER "17" NIySLITTER
SPRING 1975

"Jell, her . we are again, folks, anl welcone to the third Sandbach edited
edition of the newsletter. 3ritish suaisertiie is now upon us, with itslong
lizht eveninz’s ideal for going rides, organisiyj trials etc, and so, it seens,
is wintert Those of you who ventured up into the hills on Good Friday will

have coie across deep snow and bitterly cold weather. Those of you who ventured
as far as the other side of the hills will have couie across Darley ifoor, basking
in glorious sunshine, which admittedly seemed to do little to raise the
teuperature! One way to get warm, however, was to shove Dave Ashton's Formla .
750 Trident up and down the paddock for half an hour until it eveatually '
reluctantly fired. All this effort was to be of no avail, as shortly afterwards
the little black box, containing the transistorised ignition, decided to pack up.
Dave fared little better on his ex-Ray inight production racinz Trident. After
seesond place in the Production Race this bike finished the day as a twin with
neither brakes nor gears. Dave started the 1975 season a fortnight earlier at
Cadwell with three fine wins and a second. Mick Capper .ade his 1975 debut at
Darley with his 750 Seeley fawasaki with ex-works :otor. Although Mick was

taking it very easy he was most impressed with its speed., Micks day ended with a
split exhaust pipe.

Nev iJatts has already had three outings this year, and although increasingly
being blown off by Yanahas, seems to enjoy his racing more than anybody. At
Oulton. on Zaster lMonday Nev was slowed with a serious misfire.

ZTaster Monday saw the final round of the American Match Races at Oulton Park
with a large contingent of Manchester "17" members marshalling at Lodge Corner,
in fact nearly all the anarshals at Lodge were from the "17", the new Chief
Marshal organising things so all clubs are kept together. (why previous Chiefs
havnt't thought of this, I dontt know). The meeting was spoiled by the dismal
weather and by the usual lack of interest in rider safety by Oulton's top brass.
On arrival at the circuit we discovered Lodge to be liberally coated with mud.
Much sweeping did little to i.aprove matters, and a reguest was sent to race
control for a fire engine or at least a hose pipe. We were told none was
available, and instead two uilk churns full of water arrived. These, of course,
proved useless. Many riders slid on the greasy surface, but -fortunately only
two came off. (The only two casullties for the whole circuit during practice).
During the first leg of the match race Randy Cleek dropped it in spectacular
fashion at Lodge, eiaptying some four gallons of two stroke fuel all across the
apex of the bend, one American and two 3nglish lads proumptly came to grief

on the resulting skid pad. A complaint by Stan Joods brought forth Vernon Cooper
(who, as 4.C.,U., Steward, must surely have ultimate responsibility for conditions
at the circuit). After a brief inspection (during which he didn't even bother
to get out of his car) nothing was done and racing got under way again. Once
again the track could have been cleared in a few ninutes with a hose pipe.

After this racing round lLodge becane a farce, it being a considerable achievaent
even to stay upright. Altogether twenty one riders fell off on a surface

which would have made an excellent curling ring. If Vernon Cooper (as organiser
in Chief of the T.T.) shows this apathy to riders complaints in the Isle of Man,
then I an not surprised more and more riders are staying away. Certainly
someone at Oulton needs a good kick up the backside and to think a little more
about the riders and less about profits.

R oy 2

Biz news on the Trials scene this month was, of course, the Inter-Centre Tean
Trial organised by the "17" for the first time, and our most important event
so far. Run over the usual "Northern Ixperts" type course, starting at the
"Fourways Diner" near Wincle, the day started rather wet and dismal, but by
the time the first riders were getting away at half past ten the weather had
brightened up somewhat and the sun made several brief appearances during

the day. Things looked even better after a visit to the "Travellers Rest" at
Flash Bar. Members present, besides myself, were Pev Attwood, Paul Tootall,
Dave Lawson, John Cranier, Mike Travica, Dennis Rourke and a rare appearance
of John Yates. (a better turn-out than some club nightst) After spectating
at a couple of sections Dave Lawson and I went on to observe at Plantation.
There that great ambassador and public relations officer for Trials, (and
walking advert for Iron Lungs) Don Smuith, told me he thought the trial was
very well organised and was relly enjoying himself. Unfortunately this piece
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