MANCHISTIR 'I7' MOTOR CYCLE CLUB Edited by:
Paul Tootall
NIUSLIOTTER CHRISTMAS I975

On Thursday November I8th the Annual General Meeting of the club
was held at the .lobin Hood and a new committee was elected.

Dave Rowland is still secretary and Doreen is in charge of
subscriptions and social events. Their address is 9 Coniston Drive,
Handforth, Cheshire. Tel 234I2.

Triple British Trials Sidecar Champion Jack li thbws: is our new
president and his keen interest in all aspects of two-wheeted activity
will be a real boon to the club.

Arthur Bdwards is the new tricls secretary residing at
308 Wellington Road North, Stockvnort, SK4 5BT and his first action was
to form a sub-committee for ALL trials following the success of the
Northern Lxperts sub-committee.

Alan Varey and Dave Tattersall join us "iith special responsibilities
for the.rpad going members - Dave holding the office of Club Captain.
Gordon Ruffley andMike Horsfield come in as additional members with
wide interests and skills to offer. Ron Weale will continue to chair
the meetings and Frank Turner will balance the books. Harvey Lloyd,

Steve Thomas and Carole will back up on trials organisation and 1 am
handling publicity and press etc. Trevor Cowdrey was 're-elected " as
RAC - ACU Training Scheme orgaiaiser although he does not attend committee
meetings these days.

It was mooted at thelast meeting before the AGM that subscriptions
should go up to £1.50 (and every member gets a newsletter by hand or
post within a fortnight); that club members be invited to committee
meetings and that minutes and agendas be published in the newsletter
or on thenotice board., All these inovations were announced and agreed
at the LG4 (although no members came to the first 'new' committee
meeting on December Ist).

In Dave Linacy's days as editor the minutes were published in
full and tock upr half thenewsletter. I feel it best we revert to my
1968 method of reporting committee meetings in brief paragraphs on the
main items, If any of you are really keen to know what goes on in
committee you'll come along anyway.

% Subscriptions are now due. Full membership £I.50 .
Sporting membership 75p. Schoolboys SOp. *

“We haven't had much of a Social Cup Series this;year - perhaps
by the time you read this Dave will have organised a rocket trial, but
apart from early camping exploits and Dave's road-race run outs it
has been quiet., I976 will see a renewed competition with set dates
on the calendan Moses having insisted at the AGM that this be done.
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I wish to wwww% for 1976 smadmwmmww of the:'Mamchebter 'I7!
Motor Cycle Club,

I enclose 42I.50/75p/50p.

(I require a membership card
(I am a member and my number 15 eceeececoses

MHWBQQ s ctcesenc s s serss LRI ES NAme secessvssossssssssccsosns
AdAreSS sssssesesesnsssasses

Sesesosrscesnsesesosene

eesesesrscesrssessssnce

-H_mul" L B BN O B BN BN BN R R BN BN NN B R BN NE NN N BN R 2

FOR SALlE:
750 G SUZUKI 1972 15,000 miles. £480

See Yhil at Robin Hood).

A road run on New Years day to Hawkestone Park Scramble
DElART s From Rising Sun,Hazel Grove @ 10.00am. PROMIT.
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Committee meeting I.I2.75.

Members present: Yes!

Apologies for absence: SOrTY s essaes

«««
.o

Minutes of the last meeting: Yawn ....... etc.etc.
Down to business=-

® Arthur asked for guildance on the nuwmber of trials we ought to run
over and above our -annual "big five',

Ideas were wanted on observers cards for multi-lap trials.

&a %

More venues are sought - particularly private land lending‘iteelf to
a complete trial,

* It was agreed a sub-committee be formed for all trials.

* Jack Mutheows: exnressed concern at recent police activity at trials.
Dave is to ask the Centre to liaise with the police or at best open
a cordial communication system with them. Jack suggested the ACU
(via the Centre) look into the problem of lights on trials bikes as
regards the "poor daylight conditions" law.

¥ Newsletters will come out every six to eizht weeks,

* There will be a Tramps Suvnper at the club on Deceﬁber 23rd.
Tickets for hot food available from Doreen at 60p.

* The committee of the RAC - ACU scheme will be asked for a report.
* Members will be asked if they want a coach to the Dinner Dance.
% A club referendum will be held to decide f{uture Dinner speakers, ’

* Jack expressed concern at the organisation of dates for schoolboy"
events, the lack of a club or base for them and insurance problemns,

Calendar
I4th December - Northern Ixperts, Fourways Cafe .
I6th Decenber - Talk by ex-BMC navigator, Mike Wood
23rd December - Tramps Supper o
26th Decenmber - John Hartle Memorial Trial- Harratt Grange Fum.
30th January : - Annual Dinner Dance
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The Annual Dinner Dance will be held at the Belgrade Hotel, Bollington
on Friday 30th January. The guest speaker will be Denis Parkinson and
tickets at £3.30 are available from Doreen. Instalments in advance
will be catered for. :

. S e s e s

Films

We have had an abundance of filwms lately including "our own" 8 mm trisls
films and thelong-awaited Yamaha films from Mick Andrews. On the night
we had a car film I detected some boredom lut as you know motorcycle
films are limited in number. I have some ideas for "live" entertainment
which will not be pre-organised - if you don't come to the club you

may miss something. '

s 40808098000

Green Lanes

John Cranmer and Mike Travica want to form a trail-riding section in
the club - perhaps they'll write andtell me more about their plans.
When we had a glut oftrail mechines a couple of years ago .some people
were venturing on forbidden land - now we have only a few such riders
perhaps becguse of the lack of activity in the club along these lines.,

Inter-Club quiz

Shaw MCC won this attractive trophy in a cloe final against Ashton:
at Ashton last month. These well organised quizzes brought a large
turnout at each of the four venues. Bach club rlayed the other thrce
once and the ton two teams fought out ths finel. e 1ost the third
rlace match against Rochdale and our wooden smoon now hengs in the
ber at the Robin Hood! ew ideas for similoar events are clrcady
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being discussed.

v
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Congratulations are due to’ Jack Mathews and Ray Armstrong on their
third successive British Sidecar Trials chanpionship.

Success also came the way of Dave Ashton who clinched the Darley Moor
Production race title after coming back from injury. I howpe to have
accounts of their I975 season from these aces for our next issue.

TRIPLIS CRASH PLUS
ACT_ON: o

One day I was riding ny 750 Suzuki to work through Cheadle Hulme village
vhen two Kami-Kazi pedestrians (females) dived on to the pelican
crossin: from my right just as'I was crossing it. Not thinking

anything about this I wasc amazed to see a bluebottle suddenly dive

from behind & bush and begin to flep his wings! I pulled up to

see what the fuss was cbout and he begen to tell fibs cbouts how the

two ladies werg halfway over the crossing vhen I reached it «hd. he
promptly bookéd mel

A few months later «t the court, I noticed on arrivcl that the bluebottle
wes nothing more thean o jeclous scooterist. In court I put forward »
my defenée -~ not that it was any use s they had obviously already.,
decided on a 6 months ben and a £25 fine. "

ACT TWO

I bought one of the lightest I0 speed bicycles so I could break the
speed limit but after a few weeks I got bored with overtaking panda
cars so I looked tovards speedway. After some advice from »eople at

the Belle Vue truining school I bought a 500 Jawa dnd tried to ride at
Crewe,Stoke and Belle Vue, ‘

My second ride on the bike was at Stoke (or ploughed field?) where I
tried to race flat out; this rostlted ih.a detour through the fencel
Still in one wniece with just & few straightening jobs done on the bike
I continued my training at Belle Vue. At the end of May the best thing
happened to me since I started speedway. I vent td Kings. Lynn Stadiun
on a two day training school ran by Ole Nygren. He tcught me to ride
the oval on full lock vith good balance and throttle control. Much

to my cmazement instead of fulling-in &-heap or usingthe fence as a
quick exit, I developed a fairly good style; good enough in fact to
get a ride in the novices' dash at Belle Vue at the last meeting of
the season.

ACT THRIE

I went ‘out on to the track to find I was in the rcserve dash and not
the novices dash!:. The line up was Chris Turner, Les Collins, '
Derek Richardson and myself., Up went the tanes and there I was,
stunned by the presence of an 80,000+ .crowd, starting tapes and the
brightly 1it track @11 things I hadn't experienced before, It seemed
as though it took me 5 seconds just to move from the tapes! After

& slow, nervous first bend I began to speed up. On ny third lap I .
fell off but remounted quickly to finish thelast lap.

I rode into the pits hoping I hadn't disgraced nyself on ny first

ridc at Belle Vuc, Dveryone seemed pleased with ne except for ny
slight pirouette when I didn't reach th- clutch quick enough os I fell.
I quickly returned to the track for the hose pipe end flour bomb battle.

Since the season ended I huve been riding at Sheffield's Training
school but a crash with a fallen rider causcd .o to have four weeks

on N.H.S5. This was timc enoush to rebuild a worn out engine, straighten
my forks and rebuild a front wheel - thus snending £75 I hoven't got !

P.S. Don't ride specedway unless you have an undersianding bank mensger.
: g . Pete Kershow,
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If I wrote about tie British Lxverts! debacle I'd be talking about
something I don't understand. How about a coament from some of you
trials riders? .

o008 8000

How about a series of "livyed debates to brishten un the winter months
in the clubroom? We all sit aroond in groups discussing motorcycle
politics so why not involve ths whole club. As I see it we could have
two speakers - one for and one against a certain motion e.g. the
helmet law. After each has put his case members could add their
comments through a chairman. The main speakers could then argue writh
comments agzinst their beliefs and after half an hour we would vote®
on the topwic to find the vinner., '

* 8 300080090
We hove to be invited to take. a stand at the Belle Vue Motorcycle
Show in February., Any ideés on tliis plus offers from joiners and
artists wo'1d be appreciated, :
LA B BE N TR N N

I think we ought.to‘have a 'Ladies Column' in tho newsletter but'nobody
has so far voluntcercd to contribute - how about it z2irls?

LI AN I 3 Y

Graham Phipps wants to 80 on some international rallies ne-t summer -
anyone else interested,

It's a while since we héd a slide show. Dig out all your 1975 photogranhs
and we'll pick a date at the next committee meeting.,

Harvey ‘Lloyd, Ken syre and I were r=cently involved in the Organisation
of a dance at Buxton to raise funds Ffor the denendants of the late
Wolvephamptonwspeedway rider Gary Peterson. We.raised over £800,

® &8 00009s0 0

Eric Boocock andMick Grant have both agreed to come to the club for
an informal talk but T haven't meénaged to contact either of them
since October! Corr e

Yl‘:‘latcl’l thiS' Space....e...o..a‘...
NOVICY & SCHOOLBOY TRIAL - 23rd NOV SMBLR

The Club held a Tovice and Schoolboy trial at Hawks Nest, Staffordshire
on Sunday 23rd lovember organised by Mr & Mrs Bdwards, and judged by
all to be a great success. : '

An entry of .26 Novices and 31 Schoolboys showed clearly thrt there is =
great demcnd for trials catering for what are, after 211, the most.
important clases in triels, -

411 the sections were well 'dthin thelimits of the competitors, but
at thq same time, were canable of decidin- clear winners, in =211 classes,
with one exception. o

Schoolboys B & C were asked to complete 5 laps of I0 sections, whilst
Schoolboys A rnd Novices were given 5 laps of I2 sections, ,

A cold windy day, coupled with showers ~nd drizzle, helvned to create
a good atmosphere, not to mention greasy rocks. Nine sections were
situated in or around the stream, the other three were abéve the road, -

Section I2 probably vnresented the best.chcllenge of th: day; a long
steepish rocky climb, with many large loose rocks to negotiste, Speed
seemed to be the only answer here, and although -~ few riders were clenh
mony were reduced, or conftent, to waddle pest the ends cards,

The other section which wresented nrobl ms woas the "stens' section (8).
This hed two quite nigh stens, the first of vhich wos fairly straightforward,
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but the second combined o climb ond o turn.

The Wovice class was won by A Hulme (I6 yecrs old)., He was riding in
the adult class at his ovn request, and dropved II nmorkes,

Youth Div 'B' class produced o tie between M Holland and Scott Rowland
riding in his iirst trial. The decision went to M Hollnand who went
furtiest loosing least. '

The Youth Div 'C' clacs had only one entrant, IO years old A Walker.
He dropned only IO5 m~rks, cnd deserves the award not only for
~finishing, but alsc for dronming for fewer wmorks then many adult
entrants., :

I thoroughly enjoyed the day, and would like to thenk everyone who
helped orgonise the trinl, porticularly-Arthur, who is nou ready to
agree that for the next Novice/’Schoolboy trial (hownefully at
Stoneyfold Quarry, iMacclesfield on Februcry 8th I976) a few more
hends will be required., Swnecial thonks also, to thoe observers, who
suffered quite nosty conditons for 3 hours or more, and last, but not
least, to Mr Robinson, for the valued wse.of his land.

Pete Steckles,

RSSULTS e
ST PIRFORMANCE IST CLASS AWARDS
ADULTS A HULMS BULT 250 1II G HAWKINS MONT 247 20
s P W STECKLuS 0SSA 244 35
G BOOTH 37
C HOLM3S HOI'DAI25 37
YOUTH A SHOUTT BULT 250 10 J HULMD BULT 250 I3
DIV 'A! "' t-+¢.L DAVILS BULT 250 I4
4 A AINSWORTH BULT 250 27
YOUTH . M HOLLAND YAM 80 2I S ROWLAND MONT I2% 2I
DIV B! | H S JACKMAN MONT I23 25
YOUTH A WALKBR  YAM 80 105

DIV 'C!

L A A A B A

Championship Triel - 26th October

As usual our trial was the final round.of.the Cheshire Centre
Championships, but this year-the. leader Peter Salt had already
clinched the title for the 4th time.

The 65 entrants started from High Tdge and tsed a different course
from the one normally used for this event incorporating Owl Hole -~
Btchings, Hollinsclough, Manor Steps, Hawks Nest - Robinsons Rocks and
High Ydge, with a total of 20 sections being attempted twice.

The trial was up to our expected standard and took 37 marks off
winner Scott I1lis (325 Bultaco) with Steve Thomas, Ray Darlington,
Mike Leddy and Henry Rosenthal clome behind receiving first class
awards. Best-Intermedicate was B Longshaw and Best Novice A Howard,

Steve Thomas now takes over the lead in the club championship from
Dave Thorpe by I point.

Club Championship Points after 3 Rounds

S P THOMAS 2T Points P SCOTTn:Y 7 Points
D THORFPE -20 G BOUGHTON 5

C A CLARKES : 17 D MOON 5

H LLOYD 17 A MACDONALD - 4

H RO3LNIHAL 16 J MACDONALD L

D MACDONALD I5 A C REUNSHAW 4

S LLLIS Io J LI 2

A J CLARKE S J CANU'RBLL I

D K MURRAY 6
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Next month I also expect nn article from Moses on his I975 Senior Manx
Grand Prix ride and o "Club Capteins Report" from Dave Totterscll.

® e 000000

I S D T=-I975 ISLL OF MAN

With the kind words of encouragement - "you'll be cold, wet, seasick" etc
echoing in our ears we set off for Liverpool on Monday morning to catch
the II am boat for Douglas. A stendy run down the Erst Lancs saw

John Ward's MZ creating its usual smoke screen, Peter Potts' Montesa
motoring happily along dwarfed by the huge rucksack on the rear and

Dave Howard on Gordon Ruffley's Honda, who at thelast minute decided to
come over with us. The sen was a mill rond a1l the way across and

with blue sky <nd sunshine who could have wished for more., There were

& surnrisins number of bikes making the journey with us - we thought

they would have all gone Scturday or Sundoy. B.M.W's scemed fairly
commonvlace ond a wide voriety of "ploughing irons", On leaving the

boat ot Douglas myself cnd Peter set off for Glen Dhoo camp site at
Hillberry cnd Dave went to search for his digs. As we approached the
traffic lirhts to turn right towvards the Grand Stand @ competitor slid

by scemingly encouraged by the constabulary to wmix it with the rest of
the traffic! Having set up the tent and unlocded the rest of the
equipment the bikes'recr suspension units breathed o sigh of relief cond
hondling become somewhat more predictable, the MZ hadn't been very happy
from the outset with an ~nnoying wobble at about 20 - 25 mph when braking.

Tuesday morning scw us @t the Lhen where we watched competitors

motoring along the becch ~nd judging by the gear changing goinz on the

sond was toking its toll of the motors! power. This wosn't mmch of o
spectacle so we motored to Peel Hill c~nd watched some wheelie demonstrntions
as the riders climbed the hill., It was quite an eye-opener to see the
amount of speed and power vrung from the smcll cavocity machines and

the German Simsons «t 73 cc really motored. A very keen wind on the

hill and severc cnlorie deficiency soon convinced us that the local

chippy needed locating, so it was fish cnd chips sat in the sun on

Peel bench overlookine the harbour.

Suitably restorecd it wns over to Douglas Herd for the daily speed test
on the scrambles course where some pretty ropid performances were seen -
particularly cmongst the small capacity mochines whose riders seemed

to bec resl tryers,

Wednesday morning we were up carly to see the stort ot 7.30 am 2t the
Grond Stand ond fortunntely it was o bright clear morning which gove
some incentive to cmerge from the denth of the slcoeping bag. An

amazing amount of tyrc chrnsin~ wns in srogross (presumably the moulding
pimples hod been worn off!)  rnd this together with o gener-l ~ir of
activity wes well worth viewing, thc Rokon riders looked odd kneeling
on the seat to pull the strrter cords cnd the Herculos Wankels sounded
beautiful when thepower wes turned on.

Dave was leaving thot morning on th. 9 am bost so we nipped down to

the front to wave him off - poor sod! The wenther dida't look at all
promising ns wc hcaded townrds Snacfell to scé tho riders on some

open moorland (pure bog) and the rain rained the mist misted cnd the
wind winded. Poter surgested we visit Murray's Museum ond cquire

an ISDT badge with the hope of somec hot soup (fot chance) however one
tea 2nd two plastic cheewme buttios 1otor we werc meondering slowly
amongct some of the most berutifully rectored old machincry. I have cver
scon under one roof, Woolors, Scotts, Velos, Nortons to name but o fow
plus an intriguing arrey of nccessorics -nd virious other bric-a-broc.

As the riders woroe shortly duc through the moorl-nd soction we reluctantly
set forth cgoin ~nd on arriving thoere met up ith John Cranmor and

Frank L-ollouctte who despite their bluc nosss assursd un they were quite
warm. Héving watched the rosults of th. overhelpful but misguided onlookors
to direcct riders through th. hoggy creos it wes foirly obvious thot
internnticnal rolctions corld be improved if tho riders were left to

their own dovices. Hoving stood on the hillside ior o counlc of hours I
thought~ quick ridc ur th. »ath to the tom of Snocfoll would reotore the
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circulction and I con vouch for th: fnct that aftor nushing, pulling,
running with ond occassionslly ridins, thoe MZ I in fact rode it

two thirds of tho woy up cnd had stiuom -coming from my corsi (Must sec
Ron for a smcller gear box swnrocket - can't be benten by a pimnle
like that).

Thursday: didn't get up very carly; iccided to kecep the sleoping

bog warm ~nd vhen we finally cmcrged we heoded towrrds the cen re of
the Island to Cornclly Mines which werce not very imwrossive although
from o riders wooint of vicw the Forestry Commission track thot
followed should have kent the adrenclin floving. Not so foar awey on
o singl: trock rood anvroazshed downhill is Druid-nle Ford which was
good for tho ocecrssionsl whoelic or os most scemed to prefer it a
good sonk with th. fcet out forwards.

Finally bock to the Grand Stond to scce the mechineo beins chucked over
before beoing honded in for th. night into the Park Ferme, therc waso
much ocroaping off tho mud from the wheel rims ond ~tiontion to

chainn, and tyrcs togoth:r with rofucling for the morning atort,.

Fridoy dcwned bright clonr :cnd fronty, Peter docided ~t comoe time
during the nisht to woeir & woolly hat in order to retain cowme of thoe
50% of bodyhcat he wos losing. After o quick breckfrct we.weant to the
time chouck ot Crosby <nd hod o chat with the British support crew who
hed 211l the times of ~rrival of our riders listed so <3 to readily

cay how long they h~d for waintensince bafore clocking in ¢nd being
on their way agnin. Somc of the other couniricd support creows scoucd
to hove four course meals ond @11l mod cons 1l-id on prior to the time
check, wheothoer this milte much difforceance scoms debatables.  We then
hcaded up Stoncy Mountoin through ocnother time chock ond to o port of the
going not unrcminisont of the old Ticton ond s:cin: thoe way come
ridcore tockled it would mrke o one doy tricls mon weep - dry your
cyes Peter lod - they were only foreigners. Onwords then into
Castletown for < quick hem and chips and then to Morine Drive to watch
the acceleration toesta, only to be too late «nd only s eetvo bikaes
onc of which wes o 650 Triumph which wont off the line likoe he'd
forgotten whoere to find the twist grip.

Saturdey, frosty and misty stort, voerish the thought we st pock up

todey o the fly shoet ig dripping with condensation. Anywoy first
things first, eat 21l you con't coarry or give it cway ~nd then

attemnt to fit it into thce bikes. Finrlly got all the genr stowved

and scot off for Douglic cnd h ving cccelerated to cbout 40 mph shut

of the MZ for o corncr and it developed o tonk slapping wobble so I

had to redistribute the weight some-whrt - can't understand why :cbout

a hundredwelght to rerr of the recr wheol spindle should affcct . the
handling, ~fter @11 the front wheel woe still on the ground! The

Spaed Test wos to commence ot I pm so ot I2,30 we were duly installed

~t o suitable vontoge point just down the rond from Hillberry. Some
interesting methods of corncring on knobblics when faced with on oncoming
dry-ctone woll were noted i.e. open up more and 1ift thoe front sceomed

to be the Accepted method., - In the smcll caownacity cloos the Simsons '
certoinly showed o~ good tura of specd ~nd decnite the sumber of gear
changes mode during the week the geoar levers had lostod well., Three
Americons on once Yomoha without < crosh het in sight scomed to go
unnoticcd by the Bobby on duty at the crooss roads!t Anywoy time to leove
the circuit to catch thoe boot at 4 pam togother with quite o few others
hcnding home, the boat had h five'as it loft the horbour and with o prang
like thet I presumed th. captnin must be o typical cor driver,

The Jjourncy from Livorpool wes uncventful apart from Pecter trying

to pross off foreign currcncy in roturn for pectrol only to bo
reminded by the forccourt otténdant thnt you cen't swvond this herc!

John Word & Pcter Potts




