


32, Briarfield Rd,
Timperiey,
Cheshirc,

28,12, 72.

Dear Ed.
Hope you can squeeze these few lines into the next newsletter,

Lfter reading Mike Hall's comments on bikes in general, I could not
help disagreeing on certain pcints.

I realise Mike only wrote to start the ball rolling, and I should nou
knock vhat he said, but I'm going to anyway, if only to get it rolling a bit fast.x,

To start with the Triumph's and D.S«8° , the total loss oil sysvem of
Trimmphsis now almost legendary and most models appear to have a built in 'bag of
nails', The B.S.,4's are pretty sturdy I must admit, but very prone to nasty boticm
end rumbles if the big stick is used too often.

The Nortons are in my opion good bikes generally, but nice though the
Commendo is £700 or thereabouts for a machine whose engine dates basically back to
1955 is a bit steep., I vont ccmment on Honda's, I've never owned onc but of teng
to agree with liike about expensive maintenance, and I think they are generally too
buzzy, for rmy liking anyway. bUo¥ing on to Suzukis, I bought a T250R new in July,
and so far have'r® as much as changed = bulb, Mike say's they are road-going racers,
but I'd like to hear about a racer that will pull 25 thou. at 30 mph in top and stii’
accelerate firmly away.

I dont agree thst Yamoha's are more docile than Suzukis, I know for ~
fact engine tunes at 4 thousand miles or so arn't uncommon and the paintwork and
chrome definately leaves something to be desired., The Zast think Mike, I'm glad
you did'nt mentione Vincents I'd probably have been sick, 7 .e¢ll you asked for other
people’s views and these arc mine, you obviously wont agree but at least it might
encourage someoné els¢ to comment. Iy the time this is publised I'1ll be in the Royal
Navy so I'll probably miss the forthcoming slanging macches that may result,

Yours sincerely.
Rod Yarwood.

Leo Starr

Perhaps I am the only Cjub member, with the exception of Tom Dugdale, who really
knew Loe Starr well, and it is with deep personal regret that I read of his death
in Motor Cycle lews,

Leo was a charccter in every sense of the vword and a very helpful chap.

He tried his hrnd ot a lot of things and typical of Leo, became prolicient at them
all and expert at some.

He was an Lrtist of high standard, actor, playwright, poet, qualified Chemist,
scenery painter, trial, grass track, hill climb and Scrambles,

“hen ke turned his hand to rend racing he really came into his own and he was always
well placed in any races he competed in..

His best placing was in the Manx Girand Prix — but of course, you know all that,

The Club was never Qiite the same when Leo moved dowvn to Gosport several years ago,
and althouch he remained an actiwe motorcyclist untill his recent fatal illness it
was al¥ays his incredible descriptions of a particulars event he competed in which
hed o be heard, they were hilarious,

His Newsletter articles were read by everyone and he came into his own when he
became Editor, he wrote so many articles, in so many differem. styles that he
litterally =rote the whole Lot himself,

Loe will be sadly nissed by 2ll who kaew him and motorgceling, and Manchester '17'
has sufferec a great loss,

¥ay I supggest a ICE STulR trophy to perpetunte the menory of a sportsman par
excellence, I ertend ny personal sympathy to his family. Wil? Karlam,
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We can always finisa a rocket tria. at ocnctuer rub :nu have a hot-pot
1aid on for our crrival - it's been wone wveforel However, what we
are tioinking of is trins to places of interest and nigi on my list

is ¢ touar around, ond down a coeal wine.,  Anyoene interesteu please

let Dorecen Xnow @id tochh we can gouge interest ano nuscers.  Similar
suggestions cre always woelcuie.

¥ yon Weol snd I arc gettiung tugetucr on tie Press alw Tubiicity
angle but nced tue infor..ation to was8s on to tihe parers, If you

Lrve and sowe success (o7 even Jiebolicel luckl) in your chosen

spurt ot tac week-end 1t will aake gocd readl g in your iocali paper.,
we wont you to ring gon (379 200l1) or wyself on Sunday nignt and give

s tue gen to pass con to the papers, It woula be maeful it we cousd
21lso prepare a library of photos sioowing club nembers in actioun -
tle papers prefer to print news witn a picture to nead tae culuun.

* Chairman Paul, having found his alcohol capacity several TT's

. is tryinyg onctuer method of getting inte tire Guiness bBowi of
Heocards:- Cwning the greatest nuwber of different bikes in thne space
of once haircut!

DATES FPir YOUR DinnY,

Szte. Marcih 17th - Gulton Ferik Nationol.
Sun. March 1oth - Juan Simister Trial, Cluelow Cress,
Weds. Morch 21lst - Firas at tie Robin Hood,

ad pDogs and gnglishe.en

"Sown to karth",
Sat March 24th - First Specedway Meeting, Belle Vue.
Weds. Moarch 28th Ecok Sale ot thie Club.

Tuesvay A ril 3Rh - Fiims ot the febin Hood.
"Piamond senior™.
"La Ronde Infernal'.
Weus. A rii 4th - "On any Sunday" - 171 Club, Opensinawe.
Yease A, ril 1lth - Cuciel ot the wobin Hood - Ashten M.C.C. vis_*,
welis. A ril 18th = Open (possible aucticn date).
Thursday april 26th - Filws at ashat.n M.C.C.
weus. May Gth - Films at the Robin Hood.

"race against Tide".
"inca kFoud",.

* ok ok ok K kK R K

Rocket Trial - diarcn Ythe

4 good nurber of bikes plus Pev snd hBervey in forcign cars
lineo up at tie Kising Sun to pit their w: "8 against Milke Haoll in
ancther of gcur tOUﬁHmH rochket triais. Fros Long Lane at Nab pud
we scanncd the derkened Cuestiire plain fraom Frestbury to Adlington
ibut nothing much heopened until .45 most of us naving wissca the first
roeret!  Sharmen end I beetled off inte boliington at G.40 hoping
to get a better sighting from abwe Prestoury, but we never saw a rochet
>r anctihcer competitor frow tnen onl Pev an«d Joan found tacmsceives
parkred almost on teop of tne lounch pad (when tue §,00 rucket went up )
as s. often happens much to one's surprise. A quick sortie into the
ficlius cventuailiy led to Mike's wide-away and mast cospetitors scored
iinishing peints. EBackat tae Robin Heod we had hot pies with our

Loer and Granam and Scett entertaineu on the organ!

aouTS.. ... not availablie at time of going to press. Results and
Social Cup pesitirns will be dispiayced on tiie Laub notice buard to
cricourage wednesday i rnouts and Ggraw atteotien toc other notices,
eg. "Coservers wanted at Ciuelow Cross, March 18tht"

* Notaing definite to report yet, but Kenny byre has becn apprceached
to ride for ¥  verhampton ir 73. Ken 1s not ce: tein vet what will
tecome .t the: wheelings aed dealings but it scoms tine aces must part
with o six peiut wan to keep the LSL A guiet on the topic of Kider
Cortroi. For me, beile Vuc wen't be the sa..c if Kenny leaves - a

1.t of the interest wiil have gone from my Saturday night at the
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* Paul (the cnairwan) Sandbach has had a inaircut!
Cengratulations]

* Henry wound up last scason's Cheshire Centre campaign as runner-
up tc Feter Salt ir the Centre Trials Championship.

* Jack (the Godfather) Mathews and Ray Arwustrong trundled into second
place in tie British Sidecar Trials Chac,ionship - beating off such
evil devices as Steve Kenworthy's bending outfit on the way. I
sention this because of the pitiful write~ups the three-wheeler boys
get in the 'comics' anda as a reminder of club achicevements to newer
[TPTSTI oY £3 of - IX

* Sharman and I turned up at the Queens Hotel, Macclesfield on
tue night before the Nortnern Experts that never was! We were the
only ones tu slip tnrough the net cast by Dennis and Dave to stop
apurtive party-goers!

* Tne BMF have raised tue club affiiiation fees to 25p per mecber and
we nove docided not to join this year.,  This is mainly because we
nau budgeted for wore of the extra revenue from increased subs going
intov "1i7" funds tonan would be alluwed if we joineo the EMF. Mebers
can of course join the affiliated Fellowship of Riders as individuals,
but I fcel the BMF would welcowme the Manchester '17!' name amongst

its!' awewbers ana ought tu be approached to consider enrcliing the

'17' and otner clubs tor a fixed wminituisi amcunt which could be met

by truse uieusbers who really want to join (and are willing to pay

extra subs).

* Tube Belle Vue snocw was a success 1n tnet our na.ie was tnere
for all to see ana much interest was shown in our activities., Wwe
were ncvices in the gauae of show-standas and it detinitely showed,
tut next year, witin a newsletter tu publicise tne need for bodies
te :an tie stand and ideas for filling 1t we can du a2 lot better,

A sub=-cunmittee could cve set up witihh a publicity minded cnairizan
colianting aill the ideas. Praise and thanks shoula go  to Dave and
Dorecen in particular ror their efforts at tuais yeors show and to
Gordoen, Neville and Steve for tine loan of machinery and transpoert
ot bikes etc.

¥ Duncan's 'iirst' trial was a well supported event run in
ctrocicus weather at Harratt Grange Fare on Jenuary 28th. Tne event
was the nostooned Jenn Hertle trial - "swined off" on Boxing Day,
pbut tnis made noe aifference tc the eventual winner, hat trick John
her tle winner and 0Ossa wouriks rider- Dave Tiaorpe,

* neweper that spare trials tyre you xept snd tinat dual seat,
brake lever and Dl saddle-spring? Wwell now's your chan:ze to uwake
8@ beer money ana clear out tiue sihed in ure fell swoop! "We are
soing to neld one of those inferncus club auctions, sometiine late in
A.ril, and ruwiacur nas it that Frank (£) Turnor is considering flying
heith up frou Esser to weild ris hanwser (uvr was it a coun-rod frow
Lu‘t 39?).

* The wife will be pleased tc note that another event on the club
calendar is a bock sale = ' '« tc be held on Marcnh 28th.  Erinyg along
all tnose Micky Spillene's and bound veluw-es of Maotorcycle Mecizanics
tunat have been gathering dust since you discovered the Manchester

'17' Club ana we'll sell the lut for yous You won't benefit
personally, but at 5p a book, the Club funds will oct a‘we1CUme boost,

* Tnis Saturday - March 17th sees Moses return to Gulton Park with
rnis BESA ana Vince :ts. Last yeor, on his HoD webut, ocur gallant
secretary «tf '72 was _itchied ¢ff in no uncertain terus approaching
Cascaues ana if you uldn't kncw Moses you'd say he's never been the
Sawue sincel Watcn our hero this year with the Martin P kK Wincents
now all tine better for 12 wmontns 'ueveloiwment' and a clean shaven
rider to i....ve air-flow. :voses' answer to Jouan Player wmonocoques!).,

¥ Ncw 1is tihe tise for the ladies of the Manchester 117t M.C.C, to
sttow tney're every bit as goud as their counterparts at Shawe It's
ceen suae tiwvie since: cxrcumst ances allowed us to self-cater at club
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Dear Meaber,

It is soiue tine since this revered and respected (7)
publication dropped through your letter-bhox for your eager eyes (or
was nanded out at tune club for peliets, beer-..ats and clutch diagram
purposes) but tne reason is, alas, one which has brought about the
aowntall of ..any similar projects in clubs and societies i.eeting for
leisure purypc es - gond iuntentions are f rced out by pressure of
tis.e which is require . for personal busine-s — cither at homte, at
college or at work, Tnus Mmike Hall has yet to blaze his nawie acrocss
the country as the jpowerful figure behind the Manchester U Rl
cditoer's penl! Best of luck with your 'A' levels Mike!

Fcer the tinie being then, the 'old team'! of Shkarwan and myseld
have been'press—ganged back into business and we hope to Lroduce
2 newsletter every calendar month (at grcat risk to cur marital vows i
Wabhe - 48 I =ee it, an cditor's Job is to collate and collect the
weri of his various re.orters and put it a’’ in order before
publication. He also sets tue style, determine tine poliitics and
writes an eaitorial but of course tiie committee in general do the
first two in the case of cur newsletter. Tire Tiner points of
sromuer and punctuation have detemr - people from sern~ing in
contrivutions in the vest - I know because peojple hav. ashked nie to
mdie such esdjustuents as arc necessary {(in confidence). Cccasiona. -
1 rave allegeuly overstewped tne wark in thi. respect and altered
the mecning soucwaat - a yrave mistaxe, I adumit - but if anyone won*
tieir 'copy' to be grinted just os it's written tien so be it,

Tie address to write to is:- Paul Tootall,
26, Annable xoad,
Advertisc.:ents freel : Lower Bredbury, Cancshire.
Tel. No. 0(1-430-6604

If you have no factual reports on events to supply then whv
not use the newsletter as an open "suggestion box" Tor improving
tne cilub, the sport, the event or whatever takes your tancy., This
could start a wmerry bancer in print-a sciieme Mice was searching for
when ne opined nis views on various makes of bike in the Dece.ber
Newsletter (See red's replyl)

If T was 2 single-man with & wotor cycle I know what I'd be
sugygesting - "wny don't we pack the tents and have & tour of Central
Europe this Autumn?®

How about it you younyg 'uns?
d ok Ak K A ok Kk ok k ok ok % X %

Sharman and I would like to thank everyone tor the wedding
present. We've wcen meaning to put it in the newsletter for some
tiﬂie’ but.-.......

For those in the dork, our last newsletter gave a big build
un. to wy bactielor night back in October and we're now well and truly
marrieu and the proud owners c¢f soue excellent attractive table-~
matsl Thank-you very wuchl '

Hold on to your clip-ons now! The news is ccxming thick and
t‘ﬂsto--oo-‘-ooo

* Len ana Caris Mcrton are now the proud parents of Michaecl (the
cycle?) who came to tiie start line in carly February. Congratulations!
* Neville (the devil) Watts let the clutch slip on his bachelor
status and i:arried Pat in Douglas on February 21st. The Honda man
and nhis wii'c are living cver here in Mellor but will be over in

the Islana for TT week a8 usual,



