Tiir mARCAESTEx "17Y wnGiun CYCLE CLUB

NEWSLEYTER - NuViiakii 1973.

Dear Meuber,

Once again the Anuual General Meeting of tihhe Club is iwminent
and we want a good attendance to elect your new comaittee and
discuss the pust year plus of course the future plans and ideas.
The club is going through one of its' gquiet periods and mewsbersihip
is around the seventy mark when we prefer a figure of about 125.
The principle difficulty is the lack of a regular ‘home' for club
meetings and this makes the task of planning social events and
filwis almost impossible; consequently the attendance on
Wwednesdays nas fallen right off and sowetiues only a dozen meubers
turn uw. We can not hope to attract new mewbers to bolster the
road-going enthusiasts nuubers - for tnese are the club night

types - when we have nothhing to offer thiem.

At tihne Aui on Wednesday Noveumber l4th you will hear how we
nave been searching for a suitable room in the Stockport area in
wiiich to hold ocur wmeetings. Oof the two large roows at the Robin
Hood, one is under alteration and has no roof at present and tie
othier uas to be used by the gun-club, a pony-ciub, cabarets, whist -
drives, dart matches and band practices as well as ourselves so
you can appreciate tne problemnm. we are looking for a room about
tle size of those at the Robin Hood wihich will be exclusively
ours every week on the same day - preferably Wednesday, but
Tuesday or Thursday would d». If any umember knows of such a
rocia in a pub witiiin a wile or so of the AL tixrough Hazel Grove

and Stockport j.lease contact a co.iittee meuber.

* %k AnnUaL GENERAL M&ETING - Robin Hood Hotel. A6 High Lane ***

**  $.00pm Wedn suay Noveusber l4th *

Teere will be a great deal to discuss Sso please coiie early.
All wewmbers arriving before 0.00pw will be entitled to a free half

pint of beer at tr. club's expensel

All the coummittee posts are open to nominations so if your
no.inee agrees, or you yourself fan'y a year wor«ing for the club,
get tiie names down cn or before tiie wmeeting on the lith,

***#*********’**

- continuved -
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Hon. Secretary (retiring?) Dave Rowland has not been in
the best of health lately but, as always, you won't hear hium
complaining. We wish hiwm all the best in the future.

® ok kX K ok ok ok ok ok ok K ok K K

Marius Tolhurst, Commando-riding road-race fan, was involved
in a very unfortunate accident on his way to the Race of the Year
at Mallory which resulted in him losing his right leg below the

knee, He is at present in Wythenshawe Hospitai, Ward Fl.

With true motorcyclist's grit, I understand Marius is
bearing up quite weil through several operations. Tune club
have sent a card tu which Marius replied expressing his gratitud:
for the well wishes and the cowpany of his many visitors. I'm
sure he would appreciate any ueuber calling to see hiw and any
wotorcycling literature you may have lying about would help pass

tne tiwme during tne long road to recovery.
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Tne Annual Presentation of Awards will be integral with a
Buffet Dance next year and will take place at the Ram's Head,
Disley on Saturday January 26th 1974. The cost of a Dinner
Dance was becoming rather high for many members and a sit-down
meal always reduces the numbers which can be accomodated. The
tickets wiil be about £1.65 and approaches are being wmade to Irish

road-racer Tomay Robb to speak as Guest of Honour,
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TRAINING SCHENE

OQur RAC/ A-CU Training Schewe is in full swing at Stockport
Tram Sheds on Sunday mornings at lOam. We have about forty
trainees to handle and those with their own imachines have been
out on public roads ftor several weeks. The rest are struggling
a bit due to the usual shortage of machines and practice thereon.
We are expecting threce new bikes frowm the powers-that-be in London
- the government grant having been increased to £20,000.‘ New
faces are always welcome to assist the regular instructors -

Trevor, George, iim Phillips and myself.

TRAMPS SUPPER

Nine members went up to Heyiood, Bury on Friday October 5th
to a Tramps Supper organised by the South Lancs Trials Group.
Sharman and I, Pete, Mike, Ernie and Paul all went to the trouble
of M"dressing up" as traups and entering the cowpetition but we

were completely overshadowed by the Shaw tra.ups who had twenty five/
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vagrants entered. The Lancs club won tiie teawm prize and one of
their number was the (mele)Prceuier Award Winner. A banjo band

provided the entertainment ond a good tiiie was had by al.s A
hot pot supper would have becn better tinen the pork pie and cakes
however but Pete and I are working on & club function on siiilar
lines whicn would include hot-pot and folh-dancing. Watch this
gpace for further details!
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RELICUY TER FUMD

Moses refers to the 24hr. sponsored ride in his Grand
Prix story later on but in case you hadn't heard, .he works Trident
counpleted 33 laps of the TT course in all. The Press let Ian
down badly with the preview of the ride and failed to turm up at

all at the finish when they had agreed to. A dummy finish was
wade later in the week for pnotographs to be taken. Various
members have sent cheques over to the Izland and we have asked
Ian for a report of the bank balance as it stands. Anyone owing

rioney pro..ised on the sponsorship forus plecase pay up as soon as
possible so we can see the total earned by tne ride.
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THE MONETARY CRISIS

Going back to the low membership this year, several
members who always join have not paid up this year and shonld send
their £1 with membership cards to Doreen for registration. Postal
charges nave just gone up again and we can not afford to "lose"
£15 to 220 subscriptions. We zay also have to pay a small fee
for a clubroow in future so your 5p roow charge will become more
iwportant; plecase tip up wiliingly on Wednesdays so we can see
what amount we could afford to pay a lendlord.
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ACU MATTorS

Dave Rowland has been directed by Ciieshire Centre to vote
against tiie new licence proposals for all sports which you have
reaa about in the wotorcycle press. Along wita otuer Centres,
the alternative proposal will be tuat the general ACU members levy
be increased. This would have to be passed on by the affiliated
clubs to all meubers, but th: systew would be far casier and cheaper
to iwplewuent. Although tihi¢ non-sporting mecaber would pay more for
no advantage to himself, the coupetitors would be really hit in the
wallet under the ACU's proposals, ana this could bs very detrimental
to the sport which is costly enough as it is.
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NOHTHERN EXPERTS TRIAL — DisCéMiex 16th

Tris year's Exp.rts will start at High Edge, near Booth
Fari:, Buxton with sidecars leading off at 1lOam. The Moorlands
Cafe is not available and Cluelow is not ready for business yet.,
Duncan is kcen on a different route to aveid tiwe trial becoming
stalea Ffor this year amenities will therefore take the form of

a mobile tea-~wagon nd snack-bar. If you're interested in helping
to organise the trial you are welcoue to attend the Experts Sub-
Committee meetings - the next one being on Novesber oth.
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-~ cohtinued -



ChdiSHIRE TRIALS CHAME TONSHIP

Cover-boy on the current Cheshire Handbook, Peter Salt, is
once again the Centre Trials Champ. Peter finished with 107 points
closely foilowed by Ray Darlington. Henry was third overall, Mike
Ledily fourth and Steve Thowas fifth so we have two uiembers in the
top five which can't be bad.
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CHESHIRE CANTRE A-CU DINNER

Cheshire MCRRC are organising this years Centre Dinnexr which
will be held at Quaintways, Chester on Friday loth January 1974.
Tickets are £2.50 and Doreen will be able to order them for you.
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BRITISH SIuiCAR TRIALS CHAMr TUNSHIP

Congratulations Jack Mathews and Ray Arustrong who have
virtually sewn up the Sidecar Title for 1973. After a close
season-long battle with Steve Kenworthy and Frank Griffiths, Jack
has pulled away in the last two rounds and now only needs a third
place in either of the final two rounds to clinch the title. Steve
is currently building a Montesa powered outfit for the '74 season
but was very unlucky to have tihe Triuwph special (on which he helped
the "17" to win the Manx Two Days team award by taking the Premier)
stoien on the eve of the crucial Sam Seston trial.
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Moses is out to convince the general public once and for all
that motcrcyclists are completely madl As you =may know, Dave has
been building a full size kite for the growing sport of slope-

sovaring with your own fixed wing. The dart-shaped projectile is
ncurly finished and tine first flight is scheduled for the next few
weeks. Mick Capper and Ernie are also involved in this escapade

so tinere should be at lcast one survivor to report back to me with
details for the next newsletter!

¥ A ok ok k ok ok ok k K k kK ok ok X

A Tombola will again be organised at the Buffet Dance and
prizes will be required,. It is difficult to wmake the game pay
unless tue prizes are donated so please scout around for items such
as booze anu tobacco, chocs and tableware etc. which cowimittee
mewbers will grotefully relieve you of. Everyone has some source
of reduced cost articles; let us know what you can give before
Januarye.
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IME GRTANT OJATES:

November l4tin AGM robin Hood #.00pm (Free 4 pint for eorly

‘ birds.)
November oth Northern Experts Sub-Committee.

December 16th Northern Experts Trial.
December 26th John Hartle Trial.
January loth Cieshire Centre Dinner.

January 26th Buffet Dance and Presentation of Awards.
* %k %k ok k k Kk k k k ok k k Kk Kk ¥k

- continued -



5

Below is reprinted the Editorial Ceoluun of thie Peterborough
Evening Standard dated July 13th, 1973. The extract was circulated
to BMF members along with several letters sent in reply, After the
reprint I'vs reproduced the letter sent by the Standard's Editor
in reply to my good wiféeé's letter of cowplaint. I'1ll leave you to
draw your own conclusions!

ThE STANUAKD CUMMENT - BUZZ BOYS OUT!

All kinds of insects are at their buzzing busiest at this
time of the year and one of the wmost noticeable is the motor-
cyclist.

Like the butterfly, the motorcyclist coues out in warm
weather, but unlike that graceful insect he has no colour, grace
and elegance to compensate for the daumage he does.

He luoks drab, dirty and dull and behaves without the
slightest thought for anyone else. The motor~cyclist, .in fact,is
a pest, and T would be delighted to hear frow anyone who can prove
otherwise.

Pound for pound, he is probably the noisiest beast alive,
While ice-creaii sellerg are forbidden to sound tneir dulcet chimes
after 7.30pm., that is tne tiie wmotor-cyclists emerge from wherever
they hole up during the day, shattering the peace apparently
convinced that by-standers are full of adwiration. The police
appear to be powerless. a

If he stopped tc think (and I doubt whether iie either stops
or thinks) he would soon realise that the major thought in most
people's winds is not one of adwiration, but the fact tnat a length
of piano wire stretched across the road would do as great a service
to mankind as ridding Africa 2f the tsetse fly.

More humanely, we could do with a super fly-killing aerosol
spray, the invention of which would deserve the Nobel Peace Prize,
I would happily take wy place aimong the rest of the guerillas
lurking beliind walls and hedges, squirting the stuff at the awful
plague as thney couie round tie bend. If that failed, we could
40 for tem with the empty cang,

Modern motor-cyclists, I need hardly add, are a vastly

different breed frou those I was proud to belong to in my youth,
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28th August, 1§73
Dear Mrs. Tootall,

Thank you for you: interesting letter refe2rring to my comments
about moetor-cyclists, It is one of wmany 1 have received, in addition
to phicne calls,

All of them have at least one point in common: they all
claim that selfish wictor-cyclists are the minority. I believe
thie reerse is true. Tnose wno have consideration for others, like
yourself and your colleagues in discipliiced clubs, are the wminority.
Most riders have nc thought for the peace of anybody else,

One recason for this, I think, is that the machines tiemn-
selves are nouisier than they were 20 or 25 years ago, and 1 suspect
the manufacturers are largely to blawe for this. With the best
will in the world it must be difficult to drive one of these
macnires quietly, and unfortunately the youngsters who own them
don't seem to be endowed with wuch good will towards others.
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Although I received many letter from motor-cyclists
objecting to what I wrote (I certainly didn't expect thewm to thank
we for it) there has been a great deal of support. My critics
were all motor-cyclists, and I feel tiiey may be mistaken in their

assessment of tneir public iuaage, I regret tuis, because my own
motor-cycliing days are not so far off tnat I have forgotten the
encrinous pleasure I had. I don't know what the answer is

because I think the probleis is linked with other factors, but it
may mean a lot of hard work by the few responsible people like
yourself to convince the majority tnat they are doing their
reputatiun rc good.

Yours sincerecly,

MIsd COLTON - Editor
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MANCHeSTER "17" M.C.C. TRIAL CHAMF ICNSHKIP ROUKD ,

Tinis was tine final round of the Cheshire Centre Championsiip
and decided the final chawpionship positions. Though Ray
Darlington won with Pcter Salt in second place the final
chauxpionship positions were in reverse order,

Tnis was our first event run in conjunction with Peak MCC,
It e¢nabled a one lap trial to be run because of tue advantage of
an increased nuuwber of observers and helpers but this led to soue
auwusing difficulties in co-ordination, For instance, two adverts
in MCN for trials by uifferent clubs starting at the sawe place
on the sawe day, and about 15 observers at Hawk's Nest and none
on otner sections, but despite these minor probleuws the trial ran
very saocthly; one lap trials always being popular,

Again congratulations to Duncan on a first class effort.
His new group at Edgertons was really good, especially the first
section, although more fearsowe than iwpossible. The sections
tendea to be perhaps a wee bit on tne hard side especially the
top sub at Cuwberland Corner (only 3 tirees). Sowcone got
sligntly caerried away, On the whole riders wiho entered seemed
to enjoy it, but the entry was lower then expectea, Contructive
Suggestions as to why this was so are invited.

Again a big thank you to obervers, helpers and land owners
withcut whose generosity and patience the trial could not have
becen run.

HENKY .
AWARDS
PREMIER R, Darlington 41,
1st Class R ¥, Salt 47,
I. Dodd 52.
H. kosenthal 53,
I. Darlington 57 «
G. Darlington 56,
Best Int, P. Scotney . 79.
2nd " R.H. Critchlow 84,
Best., Novice A.¥, Couper U9,
l1st Class A. Harrison 93.
C. Stonier 98.

LE R R EEEEEEEEEREREEEFENEEEER ]
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RACING A HILLGATE VINCeNT Ti Trid MANY G-P.

When Martin Peak first offered to lend me a Vincent for road
racing, I could not have bcen wmore overjoyed with an offer from M.V,

Augustal Not everyone could see wiyo For iastance, trials rider
Dave Rowland said it was like soiiecne offering to sponsor him on a
500 Ariell The difference was,; of course, that Dave is a top class

trials rider wiiereas I was very much a beginner at racing with less
thian a dozen short circuit meetings behind me, all on a very
uncompetitive 5.5.4, production racer which if I wanaged to stay on
board, rarely got me into a final., S6, aruied with an ex-Bob Heatn
B.S.A. Lightnieg in an cld Thaies van, both purchased from Mel
Craniaer, I set off for a practice scssion at Cadwell Park, Martin
went in his van wits two Vincents to be sorted out and for me to
get used to. I got as far as Sheffield before crasning into the
bacx of @ lorryl

The Thames was considerably restyled and tue radiator
punctured. We liwped on with "poil-up. 8" every few miles as 1
Gdidn't want to disappoint Martin. Eventually the van gave up
altogetiher anud 1 unloaded the bike to ride the last 40 miles or
80, I arrived witiz about half an hour of daylight left. The
Hillgate mob had managed to seize one Vin, the other one refused to
run on a Gardner carburettor. Martin perstnaued e to have a few
laps on the B.S.A. and I think managed three before I "lost it" at
at the Gocseneck in a big waye.

That disasterocus day was a Thursday ., The first meeting
cf 1972, a Naticnal at Cculton Park was on the Saturday. 1 was
wore badly shaken than I realiscec¢ and really did not want to ride;
in fact I probably wouliun't have raced again if it had not been

for the Vincent. I didn't want to disappoint Martin who had
spent a lot of ti.e and effort just getting the bike reudy for this
first meceting. The B.S.A. was too badly damaged tc race so I was
out on o strange, untried bike in my first National.  The engine
seized after onme and half laps in the first practice and we jetted
up for tue second session. Pushing off past the pits, the clutch

fell off .uch to our embarrasswent right in front of several famous
people including Tom Kirby and his team all in imiaculate matching
team anoraks., No one tried very hard to hide tiieir sniggers at the
sigat of this ancient unfaircd Vincent awongst tuc gleaming Seeleys,
Yamahas and so on sand we were all a little dishcartened I think.
Anyway, back to the paudeck a guick clutch rebuild and we were set
tor wy 500cc heat. I haa to request specioal perw.ssion to start as
I had nct cowpleted the required nuuber of practice laps, but
fortunately tihere was no troub’e with this. By this tiwe I nad
regained my confidence and despite feeling very stiff and painful
from Tuoursvay's episcde, I was lovking forward to tine race,
deterwinea to impiess "tune bLoss", The zrid positicns were by
wallot and I started ¢ . the secound row. (Gri@ pesitions for my
only meeting at Mallory were by "known abiiity" and I had pesition
24 out of 24 - but I suppose saaeone has to be last). I made a
guod start and stayed with the leading bunch until Esso bend and
believe it or not there were still a few behind at the end of the
first lap; though rot uany. Going down the Avenue for th=2 second
tiwe, I thcught "tney way be faster on the straight but at least 1
can go round the corners as fast?, 1 supypose tiie rest was
inevitable from tuat moment. Chasing a Yan round Cascades, I ran
cut of road on the exit. The bike Jas just upright as I went of f
the track onic deep sand, after a couple of full lcck slides 1

zot bacl” onto the track and wentally breatiedé a sigh of relief,
then I nit the buamp, the steering douper had worked louse and after
a terrifying series f tank-slapjers I went over the bars, bounced
of f =y nead and ended up against tiie Armco on the opposite side of
tne track the bike just wmissing ie.
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How do you tell suweone you've just managed to write off his bike
after riving it » few miles? I just Jdiun't want to go back, 1
dian't know whkat sort of reactiovu to expect frow Martin., after
all he nad only scen ¢ on a bike twice, on both occasiovns I had

fallen <ff ana ell wituein turee daysl wWell, uwis reacticn was to
apolegise for the handling of the biwke and tuen wicel out anotner
couletely rebuilt wocnine for wy next wmeeting. Tiis is typical

of Martin's entuusiasa andg tne tiwe ona effort put into the racing
bikes over the last twe scascns is really incredible for such a

swiall cuwuncern as Hillgate Motors. For 1v72 tae bike was an ex-
works Vincent Grey Flesi fitteu witii 2 comet motor. Tihiis was of
course not incredibly fast but toe road holding and reliability
wade up for a let enag I usualily got into finals. The best
result was a 2nd place 'in tue 750c.c, final at 4ona, a very sihourt
twisty traock on Anglesey. The wmain problems witic this bike were
rapid valve gear wear &nd lack of rider comfort witti the standard
Vir.cent fra.we set up. Withh sceveral good placings at tue Vincent

cwners zeetings at Cadwell I won the Geerge Breach Cup for best
perforaance by a newcomer. :

' For 1973 an Egli frawe kit was purcnased from Roger Slater
anu cuapletew just in tiwe for the first National at Mallory. The
bike seized solid half way arcund Gerrards and we later found that
the il feud pipe had been ccmpletely omitted fraw the tank, an
integral vart cf tne frauwue, We had cunnected tioe oil pipe to the
only cutlet provided whicn turned cut to be the breather! Angr;t\m
wourus were excuanged uvetween Hillgate and Slater caups. ~

Witin tnis problewm sortew tine bike was ruced at several club
meetings anu proved to be lignter, faster and te hanule even better
tiian the Flash, tue Jdifference in riucr couwfort wes incredible and
I find tue bike very casy and enjcyable to rice., We rolled up at
the first Vincent Owners meeting at Cadwell very conscicus of the
critical luuvks fruw the typicelly ultra-trauiticnalist crowd of

bearded Vincenteers, Tise first cvent was a one nour race for
Vincent sclo's. Must of tihe opposition were on hairy locking

1,000c.c. Vincent twinsg and I deciued to try anc follouw the leacer
tu avoia over stroetcuing my bike until the clising stages, However,
after the initial scrt out I found myself in the lead, and slowed

up tou allow scueunce to ovvertake, After » further lap, a series
D. Sunadow caise viast sna I tucked in bendind, Unfor tunately I
could sarely keeo up un the straignts anc lie was cornering fer toco
sl wly. It was obvious pe had mure speed in hand and was perhaps
tasing it easy for tue early stages. It was too risky to try

and follow uim in case e pudlled out tine stops later and I

passen ni ona 'scerewed it!' four a dozen laps or so. My faitiful

assistants gave we signals every lap to show tuat I was pulling
away stesuily and so I wentally crossed wy fingers and hoped
everytuing helu togetuwer, - It never wissed a beat anyg 1 won
lopping @1l vut ti.e irecond rider on his D. Shadow.

Everyone was very pleased witin tie reliability of the bike
anu tie rirst waispers of "shall we uc tae Manx! were heard., Well
sfter wuch discussiocn, it was agreew, we would do the 1973 Manx
G.¥. Toe enly thing tnat kert my excitewent in check was the
belicf tuat it wes too good to be true end scaething must go wrong.

Tu ke continued.
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