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We flew past all the marking lines which the organisers had laid out
on the hill and carried on for quite a distance beyond the highest,until the combinatic n of gradi .nt and camber made it inevitable that
we should turn over, cnair-over-bike. I abandoned ship and wasthrown quite a distance from the outfit. The Clayton was held onAugust Bank holiday Sunday. Thi, par+iculax'ay wa.: warm and sunny
a real jacket —an<o —trousers day, much too nice for riding gear,This made it possxble for my exposed trousers to hook on a grabhandle as I left the sidecar and all my buttons were ripped openkI managed tu twist round during riy flight through the air, landedface duwn and started trying to fasten u~ the buttons, but when Idid not immediately get up tne mars+alls rushed to me$

A struggle went on for some minutes with me trying to stay face downwhilst the marshalls tried tu turn me over~ I was outnumbered andlust the battle, then I had to sit there and button myself up whilsteveryone roared with lau,"hter1

Editor's .Note. Perhaps I'd better r~!d an before the next part ofTom~s story gets to my typiste It may need some censoring'.'.'1
5lext .nonth ~ ....Sand-racing (trousers

permitting)''
BAC-ACU Trainin

Notices'resentaticnof certificates - Thursday March 23rd 19 30hrsCentral Police Station, Edwards Street, StockportAll recipients of certific"".es may b ing one +riend,
There will be a film show with tea and bickies ~All in tructors are welcome with a friend,
(Please ring 485-1601 if you intend to come).

2 There will -.e a meeting of all instructors ante thoseinteres teu af ter the I>res entation in The Royal Oak, Hi~hStreet, Stoc>cport

Training this yeax will not start until the new training
grou.id is x eat.,'. (The new Fix e Station on Whx.tehills
Estate N,'cr. Road is being sought. ) '1.>e Fire Chief is in
agreement but the Corporation are the hang up at present
The garage has been raided Twice in the last two months ~
NAE,.'Nab ~T L~Gk,:

Ei'"VT "N — '.iDE> 663F Dl'x-. - D7 type
Tr 'vor Cc wdrey. ~biof In.-. true tor.

FO~< SALE. ~ 1965 250cc Hu ..da —Ptc t eng ohl —4 mega —gd cond —f110
See Dave lowland.

JAP 500cc Speedway - gd cond K135 ~ Nauger TT leathers
37"; 5 '8" <20 + speedway e~ tras - A. Grimshaw, 15 Nell La,

Chorltun Nc. Tel.2646
1970 Nontesa Nk.11 trial,: —new chain f170 —Keister,

061-437-2774
Honda CB250 K2 June 70 - 21,000 miles —very fast (Ed)

K220 ono - Kempstex —as above
Used twice - 8ft ~ FiIrocell Fibrerlass sailing dinghy.

sails and oars - K42 uno —Ed, 427-2040
S it LS>>>

Off-white Norris 1100 }greg. JNB 612C —6=urge Long 445-7550

To: Nxs D. How1 and, 9, Co. is ton Drive, Handi orth, Ches ~

I...................... enclose 88p/>8p in respect of my 1972Subscx'iption as a FULL /SPORTING Nembex of the Nanches ter "17"
genuinely wi" h tu recei. e Ne-'sle t ters YES/NO

Ny addr ~s s is:



still wish to/
represent the "17" on the Cheshire Centre Board, or is

it merely a convenient positiun to ferry inside information back to
the A.N.C.A, who can then procee with their c plorable habits of
paying farmers exor'titant fees to take over A.C.U. ground ~ .d,stealjpg
their route markers when they run events on the same day?

Finally, Keith, if tne only way in which you can promote the
AfiCA is by slandering 1r 17" of ficials then it is high time you were
pushed off the fence - preferably on to t'e otner side.

"The Poisen Pen"

DINNER DANCE.

The Annual Dinnex'ance was hei at the Co-operative Res tauxant
Stockport on Saturday 12th February rhe 1972 Dinner mus t go on
reer.rd as the craziest dance ~er held —rumour has it that Beryl
telephoned the Electricity Hoard to cut of f the electricity to
save her from further embarrassr~, nt —she says the ~ .:issors slipped
but throughout the evening i t was not the sissors t"a t were .'lippingI
With an odd chord fr om oux'pianist - Toots (w'ho stood in when the
band announced their departux e due tu the power cut) we hummed the

tunes'ric
organised a bes legs contest i which the judges - who

were numerous " found it difiicult to reach a decision but
eventually Juhnny Hobert~s wife was voted the winner, The lani~.a
ox ganised a Knobbl~~-k nee contest, (or was ic, the most shapely leg
contest') As th evening closed the lights came on, but in view
of the circumstances the dance was enjc';able for thuse who went
to enjoy themselves,

DIGHT

STOP PRESS

Phil ..untf ield was decl-.-red the w.". nn r of t.- e Knobbly knees
competition, but a strong protest ..;.- L, n received ac "umpani . I by
the usual f5 fee, fro, ~ Pev. "~twood A sub-committee has b: n set
up an .. the verdict will be announced nex c r ionth '. '.

'>OW

4E CONTINuE biITH TON DUGDAI E'S IN'I'~Ijt'.'STING ARTICL,.- Vintage Spox t

I must tell you abuut my mo.~t embarrassing ex, erience ~ It
happened in the Clayton Trophy Trial in, I think, 1938 ~ By this
time Squib had bought I.. i>self a Royal Ex."ield Bu3 let special trials
outfit and found himself a new passenger whil~ t 1 had s tuck to the
old Velo a.xd got a new dri~. er ~ Squib's p s sengc..r cou Ldn'; make
it for the Clayton, so I sa t in't that tibiae .-~ sidecar passenger ~
hao to be "nox'mally sea ted", which meant ti'at his fee v. had to be
i,,~ice son e sort of a s idecar body whilst his b ttom floated
some'.;ere above some ort of a seat. The I.nf ield .~as built high,
narrow, and was .by no means handsome; in fact it was top-heavy
and t took some keeping th~. right way up but th~ motor, a 2 port
5OJcc OriV, didn't lr-ck

urgent

The special tes". fox'eciding ties i j. this trial was a climb
up a hill-side on the moorland just a -ross the main road from
Che, ks IIill ~ '.e I ill started wit.. an easy bit, then got steeper
and s teeper and rougher and more d~.'. ficul t until it became quite
i; possible tc climb Ties were tc be decided on the furthest ——up-
sets-it principle ~ It was good fun —for the spectators —and
a cx owd of two hun<-'red or mox e had assembl u.. When our turn came
to at t-.mpt the climb Squib gave the Enf ield the lot and kept it there



Keith treats my "remaining comments with the contemp t they deserve."
Dear me'., could they be even ><K,~(E inaccurate? As for calling me
biased, vorcks fail me ~

I„. have described Keith's lett' as surprising. 'I was surprised,
not oddly at the ton.. of his letter but also at the accusation +>at I
"donrt like the iQKA". l would not consider anything written in the
December or January newsletters to imply criticism of the ANCA. I
am sure Keith's fellow ANCA clubmen wi.ll. not thank him for immediately
going to the defensive as soon as anyone "nenti.ons the AMCA, They
deserve more respect than that

In fact, as Keith well knows I have nothing against the ANCE
itself If he can cast hi~ mind back to a Centre Board meeting about
a year ago he vill remember that I was shouted down for trying to
suggest we looked more fa wourably on the ANCE At the "17." c..committee
meeting when his move to make us iQ>'CA was q".oshed, 1 . was my s--. gestion
that we tabled a motion at the Centre;:oard for a drop of the ban on
ANCA riders

What I am against; is the "17" goin~ ANCA' I am convincedit would so radically change the "lub, that we would cease to exist ~

We may stop running scrambles and this would be a great pity.It is extrernley unlikely that we shall stop running trials but evenif we stopped running both, it would by no means be the end of the
"17" club Can the same be said fur an ANC . club?

The above '.-.ews are mine and surp..-ise, surprise, also the views
of most, if not all, club merrbers ~ Are we all out of step Ke'th
or had you hetter hel2. us knock down the fen e instead of just
sitting on it?

Dave Abrahams,
Secretary,

T22OUGriTS OF CHAIhMHN 'k 'UL ~

I feel I m~s t make some comments in defence of Noses after the
entirely uncalled for attack on him by "As tride the fence" in th~
last i.ssue of'ne newsletters

First uf all, Keith, if you h= ~e th~ courage of your convictions,
why don~t you sign you - name t~ your articles? I seem ..o rem@ ..ver
an art-'.cle last year wnen you signed your~elf "The Dribbler," I
think this would be more fitting in the present instance

As Noses is -eplying himself elsewhere in this issue I shall
ju;= t give my own version on a couple of Keith's points ~ Firstly the
af'fair of Michael Hewi '. On the one hand Don Green says that the
INCA do not allow works support for riders. He then admits that
3ewitt gets support from AJS,

I fail t > see how this can be explained away AT ALL, let alone
convinci,ngly. Se:.ondly th point about t2'". A.N. .A. not catering
for road-going motorcyclists. .'.t hi.s visit to the Manchester "17"
Don Green said "We do not ca'er for these, cut if anough people
show 'nterest ther we 'ail]. try and do something for them," (Not his
exact words. perhaps, but the general gist uf what;:e said.) And,
anyw y, who does Keith think the dances, socials etc're for?
thr- ~porting rider, of c~urse. As for the A.C.U.'s "21ead in the
sand" a~ itude, Don Green in "Mutor Cycle" or 2nd February said
"We don't need she A.C.U...." Surely this is th~ very attitude for
which the A.N.C.A. are condemning the A.C.U~

As for Keitb hi nself, cou" d it oe t2rat his "personal reasons"
fcr resigning as secretary are tha+ he is no longer interested in the
welfare of'h. "17" only i.n further ing the ANCA? It also seems
strange, wi th thxs attitude, that Kei 'h shr '. 6 sti 1'ish to/



LETTEr: TO TiiE EDITO@.

Sir, In the February issue of tb newsletter y< u printed a letter
signed "Astride "he Fence", the ~ "iter apparenxly wi. '~ing to remain
anon~mcus ~ Perhal s it was rothex naughty to xeveal the na .

~ of
the author in your following comments, however I can unders tand how
you felt af ter reading Keith's surprising letter, or had I better
eall hira Nr. Rhodes os we appear to be on surnar<e terms

I am accused of giving a biased and inaccurate report of A.N.C.A.
secre taxy Don Gx.een's talk and of a..empting to mislead club mernbex.s ~

Sex ious allegations against a club secretaxy, you will agree, and
I therefore feel compelled to give Keith's letter this reply

Keith was apparentl; disappointed by .........uneducated
comments made about the ANCA in your December newsl .tter
Reading back through this newsletter, the only reference to the
A.N.C.A. to be found are those made by ~~aul Tootall in his repox t
of the "17" A ~ G.N. No other ~ember who was present at the A.G.N ~

seems to have been "disappointed" by the report~ Perhaps Ke th
can be more specif ic, I am sure: e are all very inte-es ted (Xawnl ) ~

Keith singles out seven items taken from ~m report and su I
shall first of all answer his <.xitioisras of these points:—

1 ~ Kei th: —"It is not a con<iitior < f af fi) ia tion to the ANCA that
clubs promo te spor ting events ~"

Well, I canr t reraember his exact words but Don Green saic
something >ike: — "We are not intere ted in =lubs that don'
organi ze events 3

"

Keith:- "Nr Green was not 'unconvincirxg'n explaining Michael
Hewitt's support from AJS ~"

As you say Paul, matter of opinion. I WAS uncorxvinced

Keith: —"Clubs do NOT 'have tor supply max.ahois ond observers
at any and every event Only if their club members are riding
are they requested to apply assist,:.nce and isn~ t this only
fair~<~

Perfectly f ir, ..d m<>r c. ox less who I wxo te ~

4 ~ Same p laint —same -answer,

5 ~ Keith: —"Th~: ANCA does NOT only cater for the sporting

riders�

"

If Keith can illustrate his point by giving the ;umb-.r of non-
cor«peting men in ~ typical ANCA c~ub, then I we'll be grateful,

6. Keith:« "Double roping has NOT 'seen used solely because someone
was killed lost y ar."

I di< n r <. say it was ~ I wrote rriore or less wha t Don Green said
the A'!CA r'ow recommends that double roping be used

folic ->ing the death of a spectator...

7 0 ..eitr':- "An A.C.U. rider using a 'nom de plume 'or ANCA

pur >oses is NOT compelled to ride in an ANCA event if there is
an ACU event nearby,"

I wrvte "..... the x:.ier mus t nc t ride in a r ACU event if there
is an Al~iCA rnee' ng on the same day ~ ': No t qui. te the sar<re i.s i O'E;

Read on ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

The following quote of D< n Gr~ ..n was printed in Notox Cycle
News 9/. /72:—
"At the moment, our members woul<'<.t be allowed to compete
in an ACU event when it clashed with oiie < f our cwn
Ko fur thex. comments ~ ~ ~ ~ 0/



A little ditty by Digby on the Dinner Dance appears elsewhere in
this issue which sums the event up nicely, but for reasons solely to
recapture the atmosphere of past dances, we will be returning to the
the Jodrell Arms at Whalley Pridp- in 1/73 ~ The date is yet to be
settled (Jan. 26th or Feb 2nd) b '-. note that the capacity at the
Jodrell is limited to 88 and it will be first come first ser'.ed for
tickets. If demanu is indic-ted, an installment scheme will be
considered for ycunger members.

The last three committee meetings have seen lengthy discussions
on the timing problem of the Nox'them Exp ~rts'rial, Since"we"
thoughtlessly threw'way tl.e Inter (...ub team trial the Experts x'emains
our premier and showpiece trial and. it stung somewhat to x'eceive a
rathex cxitical Stewaxd's x'eport on the 1971 event. Trials scca
Dave has been iving the matter a great deal of thought and has
xeceived many suggestions fox improvement As the problem of late-
running "nationale" is causing headaches throughout +he countx.,- it
woul« be rather nice if the »17" could come up with the ideal solution~

Bearing in mind the usual entry of'0 to 60 solos and up to 12outfits~ Dave would appreciate any ideas trials riding members may
have to be written down and posted to him at Coniston Drive A
sub-committee is to be set up spec"'fically to deal wi .:z the problen

It is after a great deal of thought and consideration that we
have decided not to run the Easter Scramble planned for April 2nd
this year. Many fa etc rs are invc lv ci inc lu«ing the c'.ash with the
A'~iCA International at Holmes Chapel and a big money North-Western
Centre scramble . the expense of buying new rope ~ pos ts and fencing
to comply with the safety regulations and the unknown factor of
iiow many ric,.rs could ~e expect to support oi-." events af ter the
winter recruiting c. paign by the ANCA. Time was running out for
the issue of regul~ ions and a course inspection, We needed
sponsorship to cover the equipment costs ,~n '. aren't quite sure if we
could still fit a course on the land at Harratt Grange including the
necessary space between track and.

spectators'e.

sonally, I am very sad
naly sensible course of action
=nd the effort .'e.„,uired to put
veen contributing to a loss ~:f

about this dec~=:ion, but it was the
in view of all the club money involved
the meeting on which might well have
face and funds'

newsle'" er or a postcard wil3 be -. ='ng out o all our regular
'cramhlers teliin them of the =ancellatio . and I'd li.', you a'. to
write b- ck to me indic; .ing if you will su~port the Ju."o.. and Au,, est
meetings if they are run. I want the club 'o continue running
scrambles - I got a great '.eal of pleasur out of it —and we canstill claim to be involved in all the popular sports, but if there
are only " hanciful of ACU riders left ic. the Centre it is just notfeasable. Write to me Paul Tootall, 15 i, Comps tall Bead, domiley,
Stockpcmt, Cheshir e with ycur view's,

The committee are r.. w looking into t.. Possib~lity of holding a
schoolboy si-amble at Harratt Grange on Easter Sunday and we'e
written to '-ax~us organisati~ns to find out aow to go about it, This
coul<'' be an interesting way of st-ying in scxambles (without pxize-
mcnev cr sp.;ctators) if'here is no demand i'or senior events.

have received
and uoth in the sa~ne
must empiiasize t "at
%f ter this month the
concerned and the e 1

agre with tne v '

ws
dcesk

tw" lett =xs this month bc th cn the same sub ject
vein. I have published them both in full and

tney e: ress the personal opir. ions of the writers,
.",ubj ect will be close i as far as these columns are

itor wishes to sta ~e that he does not necessarily
of his correspo.. ~ents.........but, Paul Tootall

~ ~ ~ ~ o /



NANCHESTExi "17" MOTOR<CYCLE CLUB «NJEWSLFTTE ~

NA~<CH 1972 «

Hello everyone3
Doesn't that sound awful'?3, .~ut 3 've rack d my (f'eeble you say)

brains every month for an original an<1 sensible open ng and decided
it's impossible ap~rt from "Merry Christmas" and "Happy New Y< r."
Ten stock opening lines requested:;lease3

Off we go straight away with our front page news:

The President<s Soci l Cup re, xlations printed last month are
amended in that all finishers on bi kes will receive an additional
T'"'N <,<arks, This is to retain an incentive to compete on two wheels«

An error on the subscx iption-return orm was "Sporting
Nember'ship 50p" this should of course have been )8 , Apolog:. ~ but
no refunds3 Badges will be given as chan@e3

The Peak N.C.C. have suggested we hold the retuxn f'ootball
match at their swamp in Chinley which seems a good idea in vi w of
our difficulty in finding a suitable pitch However, we would
prefer drier conditions and hope to delay the game ~ til late in
Narch; possibly the 26th

We will all wear some agreed colour scheme and Sir Alf Nurse
is the trainer and manager in charge A club ball is required
mus'- be lightweight!

Our next : —
. ial is the John Simis .er Nemorial event and takes

place on Sunday Narch 19th starting at the Fourways Garage (C ue'.ow

Cross) Win"le ~ Observers are required for this Open to Centre Event
and they should c< u act Dave Eiowland Regs. available from

Mrs'oreenHew<and ot 9, C<~niston Drive, Ha.~dforth~
Cheshire'opsl

Another error in the Feb. edition Your secretary,
Dave (Noses) Abrahams answers the phone when you dial 224-5)67, not
22) as I wr te ~

The club «~<.uld like to thank Jeff (Geoff?', Turner for donating
the handsome '"Punchbowl Trophy" to the awards wc compete for an~ually«
This year the trophy —a p-'ston set on a varnished wooden plinth
went to tb. bes t under 18 rid, r in t¹ suri. ~er tri 1 —A. D ~ NcKenzie;
and we presu .- he is a'so gratefu".: o . ~ving heard from him since
Nov~eber3

I apu ~gise for getting rather annoye~ at the inter club darts
quiz the other Tuesday. Apart from your -udeness to our guests,
I had no right t chastize on account of a little noise. We on
.'".e committ< e are hexe to pxcvide fun< ~ious for you ".he members,
and if you prefer to '..~1k then that's ')K« Don't expect any mox'e

socials arranged by me - that<s all,

Shaw N.C.C. have invited us back t- vis.' t'..em in yet another
new cl utero .m (to me) - the Bluebell Hotel in the Centre of Shaw,
T'e time xs 0 Opm. and the ..ate is Wednesd- Nar c'x 1/th Don' mi.ss

tl s evening out - it " s always r" gr e «t night with Fx ed and the lads
fr ~m Shaw ~~ith hot-pot usua.", ly an added at '.xaction,

Zutu=e social e~ ents may include visits to Gr:dada TV and a

tri .. <iown a coal mine ~ An.'ther ideas on these lines will be

gr: efully received b Soci -able Dave Nurse ~

This same footi all = ar is contemplating a =rip abroad with
the well known Par t~tours group of the British Touring Club and

should be able to give us an interesting story or two for the
Autumn editions ~

Join th club —get your newsletters and read all about it'


