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We flew past all the marking lines which the organisers nad laid out
on the hill and carried on for quite a distance beycnd the highest,
until the combination of gradi >nt and camber made it inevitable that
we should turn over, chair-cver-bike. I abandoned ship and was
thrown quite a distance from the outfit. The Clayton was held on
August Bank hovliday Sunday. Thi . particular day was warm and sunny
" a real jacket - an¢ - trousers day, much too nice for riding gear.,
'This made it possible for my exposed trcusers to hook on a grab
handle as I left the sidecar and all my buttons were ripped open}

1 managed to twist round during my flight through the air, landed
face down and started trying to fasten un the buttons, but when I
~did not immediately get up tue marshalls rushed to me!

'A struggle went,dn for some minutes with me trying to stay face down
whilst the marshalls tried to turn me over, I was outnumbered and
lost the battle, then I had to sit there and button myself up whilst

everycne roared with laucrhter!
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Editor's Note. Perhaps I'd better r.1d on before the next part of
Tom's story gets to my typist. It may need some censoringli!l!
Next .aonth .....Sand-racing (trousers
permitting) !
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RAC-ACU Training Notices.,

1. Presentaticn of certificates. =~ Thursday March 23rd 19.30hrs.
Central Police Station, Edwards Street, Stockport,
All recipients of certifica’es may bring one friend.
There will be a film show with tea and bickies.
All instructors are welcome with a friend,
(Please ring 465-1601 if you intend to come),

2 There will “e a meeting of all instructors and those
interesteua after the presentation in The Royal Oak, High
Street, Stockport,

3 Training this year will not start until the new training
grouvad is ready, (The new Fire Station on Whitehills
Estate M,’cr. Road is being sought.) Tae Fire Chief is in
agreement but the Corporation are the hang up at present.

4, The garage has been raided Twice in the last two months.
MACTITTRIG Q I < e
MACTENES AT LAKGE: BANTAM ‘- MGO 511 -~ Gre=n - D1
EANTAM - XDB 663F Bl:> - D7 type

Tr :vor Cowdrey, T"hief In..tructor,
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1965 250cc Ho..da - Rct eng ohl -~ &4 mega - gd cond - £110
See Dave Kowland,
* JAP 500cc Speedway - gd cond £135. Mauger TT ieathers
37"; 5'8" £20 + speedway extras - A. Grimshaw, 15 Nell La,
Cheoriton Mc. Tel.2646
* 1970 Montesa Mk.11 trial.. - new chain £170 - Kempster,
061-437-2774
* Honda CB250 K2 June 70 - 21,000 miles - very fast (Ed)
£220 vno -~ Kempster - as above
* Used twice - 8ft. Fibrocell Fibreglass sailing dinghy.
sails and oars - £42 cno - Ed, 427-2040

*

STGLEN
Off-white Morris 1100 Reg. JMB 612C ~ George Long 445-7550
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To: Mrs. D. Rowland, 9, Coniston Drive, Handforth, Ches.

Teeeeeenseaeaeiiiiiivenclose 88p/,8p in respect of my 1972
Subscription as a FULL/SPGRTING Member of the Manchester '"17"

1 genuimly wicn to receive Newsletters YES/NO

My addr=zss is:
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still wish to/ .

represent the "17" on the Cheshire Centre Board, or is
it merely a counvenient positiocn to ferry inside information back to
the A.M.C.A, whe can then procee . with their c«z2plorable habits of
paying farmers exorktitant fees to taie over 'A,C.U. ground 2 .d,stealing
threir route markers when they run events on the same day?

Finally, Keith, if tne only way in which you can promote the
AMCA is by slandering "17" officials then it is high time you were
pushed off the fence - preferably on tc the other side.

"The Poisen Pen'"
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DINNER DANCE.

The Annual Dinner Dance was hel:® at the Co-operative Restaurant
Stuckport ¢n Saturday 12th February. 1he 1972 Dinner must go on
reccerd as the craziest dance -ver held ~ rumour has it that Beryl
telephoned the Electricity Board to cut off the electricity to
save her from further embarrassnont - she says the s:issors slipped
but throughout the evening it was not the sissors tuat were ~#lipping!
With an cddchord from our 'pianist - Toots (who stcod in when the
band anncunced their departure due to the power cut) we hummed the
tunes.

Eric organised a bes* legs contest in which the judges - who
were numercous - found it difficult tc reach a decision but
eventually Johnny Robert's wife was voted the winner. The ladies
organised a Knobblv«inee contest, (or was ic the most shapely leg
contest?) As the evening closed the lights came on, but in view
of the circumstances the dance was enjcvable fcr thuse who went
tc enjoy themselves, :

DIGBY.
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STOP PRESS !!

Phil "suntfield was declared the winuner of ti:e Knobbly.knees
competition, but a strong protest .aus Lo n received accumpani @1 by
the usual £5 fee, frou. Pev., sitwood. A sub-committec has be:n set
up an.. tne verdict wi:l be anncunced nexc monthill
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NOW_WE_CONTINUE WITH TOM DUGDALE'S INTikESTING ARTICLD.- Vintage Sport

I must tell you about my mcst embarrassing exjerience, It
happened in the Clayton Trophy Trial in, I think, 1938. By this
time Squib had bought hiuwself a Royal ErTield Bullet special trials
cutfit and found himself a new passenger whilst 1 had stuck to the
cld Velo and got a new driver, Squib's p.ssenger couldn't make
it for the Clayton, sc I sat in. At that time & sidecar passcngov
hau to be 'normally seated'", which meant tirat his feet had to be
inside some sort of a sidecar bLody whilst his b ttom floated
somewaere above some sort of a seat. The Enfield was built high,
narrow, and was by no means handsomej in fact it was top-heavy
and -t took some keeping the right way up but the motcr, a 2 port
50ucc OHV, didn't lcck urge.

The special tes* for deciding ties ia this trial was a climb
up a hill-side on the moorland just across the main road from
Checks Hill, ™e 1ill started wit.. an easy bit, then got steeper
and steeper and rougher and more di“ficult until it became guite
i: possible tc climb. Ties were tc be decided on the furthest - - up-
gets~it principle. It was good fun - for the spectators - and
a crowd of two hundred or more had assemblecu. When our turn came
to attempt the climb Squib gave the Enfield the lot and kept it there.

A
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‘Keith treats my "remaining comments with the contempt they deserve."
Dear me; -could they be even M(XE inaccurate? As for calling me
biased, words fail me, ‘

I have described Keith's letter as surprising. T was surprised,
not only at the ton: of his letter but also at the accusatiou that I
"don't like the AMCA"., I would not consider anything written in the
December or January newsletters to imply criticism of the AMCA. I
am sure Keith's fellow AMCA clubmen will not thank him for immediately
guing to the defensive as soon as anyone mentions the AMCA. They
deserve more respect than that,

In fact, as Keith well knows I have nothing against the AMCA
itself. 1If he can cast his mind back to a Centre Board meeting about
a year ago he will remember that I was shouted down for trying to
suggest we looked more fevourably on the AMCA. At the M"17" conmittee
meeting when his move to make us AMCA was qoshed, i:" was my st-jgestion
that we tabled a motion at the Centre Toard for a drop of the kan on
AMCA riders. :

What I am against, is the "17" going AMCA, I am convincad
it would so radically change the club, that we would cease to exist,

We may stop running scrambles and this would be a great pity.
It is extremley unlikely that we shall stop running trials but even
if we stopped running both, it would by no means be the end of the
17" club. Can the same be said fur an AMC/. club?

The above v’ ews are mine and surprise, surprise, also the views
of most, if not all, club members. Are we all out of step Keith
or had you better helyp us knock down the fence instead of just
sitting on it? -

S Dave Abrahams,
ok Secretary.

THOUGHTS OF CHATRMAN F ~UL,

I feel I must make some comments in defence of Moses after the
entirely uncalled for attack on hiim by "Astride the fence" in the
last issue of the newsletter,

First of all, Keith, if you have the courage of your convintions,
why don't you sign your name to your articles? I seem 0O remei.per
an article last year waen you signed yourself "The Dribbler," T
think this would be more fitting in the present instance.

As Moses is replying himself elsewhere in this issue I shall
just give my own version on a couple of Keith's points. Firstly the
affair of Michael Hewitlt. On the one hand Don Green says that the
AMCA do not allow works support for riders., He then admits that
Hewitt gets support from AJS,

I fail to see how this can be explained away AT ALL, let alone
convincingly,. Secondly the point about thie A,M,C.A., not catering
for road-going motorcyclists. At his visit to the Manchester "17"
Dor Green said "We do not cater for these, »ut if anough people
show ‘nterest ther we will try and do something for them." (Not his
exact words, perhaps, but the general gist of what 22 said.) And,
anywuV; who does Keith think the dances, socials etc. are for? -
the sporting rider, of course,. As for the A,C.U,'s "jlead in the
sand" a+ttitude, Don 3reen in "Motor Cycle" or 2nd February said
"We don't need the A.C.Use.." Surely this is the very attitude fao
which the A.M.C.A. are condemning the A.C.U. :

As for Keith hiuself, could it ve thhat his "personal reasons'
for resigning as secretary arce tha+t he is no longer interested in the
welfare of the "17", only in furthering the AMCA? It also seems
strange, with this attitude, that Keji'h shc:?d stil? wish to/
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LETTEx TO THE EDITOx.

Sir, In the February issue of th: newsletter ycu printed a letter

signed "Astride <he Fence", the w-iter apparently wishing to remain
anonvmcus . Perhai s it was rather naughty to reveal the na.: of
the author in your following comments, however I can understand how
you felt after reading Keith's surprising letter, or had I better
call him Mr. Rhodes as we appear to be on surname terms.,

I am accused of giving a biased and inaccurate repcrt of AM.C.A.
- secretary Don Green's talk and of a.empting to mislead club members.,
Serious allegations against a club secretary, you will agree, and

I therefore feel compelled to give Keith's letter this reply.

Keith was apparently disappointed by cessesessuneducated .
comments made about the AMCA in your December newslatter ...... ."s
Rkeading back thrcugh this newsletter, the only reference to the
A.M.C.A. to be found are those made by aul Tootall in his report
of the "17" A.G.M, No other member who was present at the A.G.M.
seems tu have been '"disappointed" by the report. Perhaps Ke..th
can be more specific, I am sure e are all very interested (Yawnl).

Keith singles out seven items taken from my report and so 1
shall first of all answer his criticisms of these points:-

1. Keith:~- "It is not a conditior cf affiliation to the AMCA that
clubs promote sporting events."

wWell, I can't reumember his exact words but Don Green saic
something .ike:- "We are not interested in :lubs that dont't
organize eventsi"

2. Keith:- "Mr. Green was not ‘'unconvincing' in explaining Michael
Hewitts support from AJS.M

As you say Paul, 1 matter of opinion. I WAS uncoavinced.

3 Keith:- "Clubs do NOT 'have to' supply marshals and observers
at any and cvery event. Only if their club members are riding
are they requested to _upply assistcnce and isn't this only
fair?"

Perfectly fuir, ¢..d murc or less whav I wrote.
4., Same print ~ same answer.

5. Keith:= "The AMCA does NUT only cater for the sporting rider."
If Keith can illustrate his point by giving the uaber of non-
competing men in 2 typical AMCA club, then I will be grateful.

6. Keith:~- "Double roping has NOT been used solely becaure someone
was killed last ycar."

I dicn'v say it was. I wrote more or less what Don Green said
,,... the A¥CA now recommends that doulble roping be used
follcving the death of a spectator....-"

7. eithii~ "An A.C.U. rider using a 'nom de plume' for AMCA
purposes is NOT compelled to ride in an AMCA event if there is
an ACU event nearby."

I wrote "..... the 1~ Jder must not ride in an ACU event if there
is an AMCA meeling on the same day.” Not quite the same is itz
Read 0n.0.....'.

The following quote of Don Green was printed in Motor Cycle
News 9/../72:-

"At the mcment, cur members would not be allowed to compete
in an ACU event when it clashed with vue of our cwn."

No fur ther commentl - veveds
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A little ditty by Digby on the Dinner Dance appears elsewhere in
this issue which sums the event up nicely, but for reasons solely to
recapture the atmosphere of past dances, we will be returning to the
the Jodrell Arms at Whalley Bridge in 19473. The date is yet to be
settled (Jan. 26th or Feb. 2nd) b.: note that tue capacity at the
Jodrell is limited to 88 and it will be first come first ser—ed for

tickets. If demanua is indicated, an installment scheme will be
considered for ycunger meumbers,
L R 3

The last three committee meetings heve seen lengthy discussions
on the timing problem of the Northern Exp:rts' Trial, Since"we"
thcughtlessly threw away ti.e Inter (.ub team trial the Experts remains
our premier and showpiece trial and it stung somewhat to receive a
rather critical Steward's report on the 1971 event. Trials sec.
Dave has been g iving the mutter a great deal of thought and has
received many suggestions for improvement. As the problem of late~
running "nationals" is causing headaches throughout the countr. it
would be rather nice if the "17" could come up with the ideal solution.

Eearing in mind the usual entry of 50 to 60 solous and up to 12
outfits, Dave would appreciate any ideas trials riding members may
have to be written down and posted to him at Coniston Drive. A
sub-committee is to be set up specifically to deal wi 21 the problew, .
* % K

It is after a great deal of thought and consideration that we
have decided not to run the Easter Scramble planned for April 2nd
this year. Many factors are invelv-d including the c'ash with the
AMCA International at Holmes Chapel and a big money North-Western
Centre scramble. the e¢xpense of buying new rope, posts and fencing
to comply with the safety regulations and the unknown factor of
0w many ricars could we expect to support o~ events after the
winter recruiting cc.paign by the AMCA. Time was running out for
the issue of regulwaiions and a course inspection, We needed
sponsorship to cover the equipment costs and aren't quite sure if we
could still fit a course on the land at Harratt Grange including the
necessary space between track and spectators,

Pexrsonally, T am very sad about this decizion, put it was the
~mly sensible course of action in view of all the club money involved
and the effort required tu put the meeting on which might well have
seen contributing to a loss of face and funds.,

A newslet“er or a postcard will bhe ~»ing out Lo all our regular
scramblers teliin~ them of the cancellatio.. and I'd 1i: you al . to
write bick to me indicr :ing if you will suonport the June and Au,ust
meetings if they are rune. I want the club :-o continue running
scrambles - I got a great ‘eal of pleasurc out of it - and we can
still claim to be involved in all the popular sports, but if there
are only a hanuful cf ACU riders left iu the Centre it is just not
feasable., Write to me: Paul Tootall, 151, Compstall Rcad, Romiley,
Stockport,Cheshire with your views,

The committee are r.w looking into t.:2 possibility of holdinga
schoclboy scramble at Harratt Grange on Easter Sunday and we've
written to vanous organisations to find out 20w to go about it. This
ceould be an interesting way of staying in scrambles {(without prize-
menev or spactators) if there is no demand for senicr events.
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" have received tw. lettiurs this month both on the same suabject
.and woth in the same vein. I have rublished them both in full and
must empuasize that ithey e ress the perscnal opirions of the writers,
After this month the subject will be closci as far as these colwmns are
ciencerned and the editor wishes tco stace that he does not necessarily
agre. with tne views of his correspo. iéntS..s.......but Paul Tootall

=] ]
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ceeed/
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MANCHESTExR "17" MOTO«CYCLE CLUB - NEWSLETTE. .
MACH 1972,

Hello everyonel ‘

Doesn't that sound awful?!, but J!'ve rack:d my (feeble you say)
brains every month for an original and sensible open.ng and decided
it's impossible apwrt from "Merry Christmas" and "Happy New Yeor Y
Ten stock opening lines requested ;leasel

Off we go straight away with our front page news;:
* %k K :
The President's Scci 1 Cup re, ilations printed last month are
amended in that all finishers on bikes will receive an additional
TEN warkse. This is to retain an incentive to compete on two wheels.,
* % % .

An error on the subscription-return form was '"Sporting
Membership 50p" this should of course have been 38n. Apolog: - ¥ but
no refunds] badges will be given as changel
* A& %

The Peak M.C.C. have suggested we hold the return football
match at their swamp in Chinley which seems a good idea in vi w of
our difficulty in finding a suitable pitch. However, we wouid
prefer drier conditions and hope to delay the game v "til late in
March; possibly the 26th,

We will all wear some agr.ed colour scheme and Sir Alf Nurse
is the trainer aund manager in charge. A club ball is required -
mus - be lightweight!

* k&

Oour next s+rial is the John Simis~er Memorial event and takes
place on Sunday March 19th starting at the Fourways Garage (C.uelow
Cross) Wincle, Chservers are required for this Open to Centre Event
and they should coucact Dave Rowland. Regs. available from Mrs.
NDoreen Rowiand at 9, Conisteon Drive, Handforth, Cheshire.
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Oopsl Ancther error in the Feb., edition. Your secretary,

Dave (Moses) Abrahams answers the phone when you dial 224-.5567, not
223 as I wr.te.
* K %

The club would like to thaenk Jeff (Geoff?, Turner for donating
the handsome “"Punchbowl Trophy" to the awards we compete for anruallye.
This year the trophy - a piston set on a varnished wooden plinth .
went to th. best under 18 ridor in the sunier tri .1 - A.D. McKenziej}
and we presu.: he is also grateful, no~ saving heard from him since
November}
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I apologise for getting rather annoyed at the inter club darts

quiz the other Tuesday. Apart from your >rudeness to our guests,

I had no right t- chastize on account of a little noise, We on

e committce are here to provide funcuions for you, the members,

and if you prefer to *2lk then that's ODK. Don't expect any more
socials arranged by me - that's all.
* % % '
Shaw M.C.C. have invited us back to visit them in yet another
new ciubrc.m (to me) - the Bluebell Hotel in the Centre of Shaw.
The time is U.0pm and the ..ate is Wednesde: March 15th,. Don't miss
th:s evening out - it¥s always & great night with Fred and the lads
from Shaw w~with hot-pot usually an added at‘raction.

&* % % '

Future social events may include visits to Gr-nada TV and a
‘trir down a coal mine. Anv other ideas on these lines will be
gr: cefully received bl Sociable Dave Nuirse.

This same footuall s.ar is contemplating a :rip abroad with
the well known Parti.tours group of the Eritish Touring Club and
should be able to give us an interesting story or two for the
Autumn editions.

Join the club - get your newsletters and read all about it}

% ok ok sk ok ok sk ok ok o ok ok ok ko ok ok ok oe ok K Kk

o-ooo/



