* FER 77

MANCHESTER "17" MOTOR-CYCLE CLUB.
NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 1972.

Hello everyone,

Brrrhl...,its turncd out toc be guite a couvld monta and brordly the
best motorcycling weather - for road bikes. I'd give a lot fur one
of those trail wikes right now (we saw Montesa's version at the
winter trial) and a free hand in Macclesfield forest but there's
not many who can afford two bikes these days, I'm not afraid of
taking the Thunderbolt out in snow; Shae.man and I went to the club
last Tuesday, but it's a bit of a ©ag going all over the bike with
an oily rag as a protective before the trip and agein with the soap
and water afterwards to rewove the salt,

I've neglected the bike a bit again this winter, but dcecn't we
ail? The electrics have not faiied yet though, and good ge:. .ral
meintenance throughcut the year seems to heve paid off. On this
topic, every year I use an anti-damp o2rosol on the exposed wiring,
stop switch etc. and the plugs,and eachr time I experience a chronic
misfire after the treatmeunt, I suppose 1 refuse to believe there's
any connecticen, but has anybody else any suspicions about the side
effects of soaking the electrics-albeit with a moisi're repellant?

Nows~-PBits.

Social Sec., Dave Nurse has cowve up with, a new schenie
for tine 1972 Presiuent's Social Cup - won this yvear bty Keith Rhodes,
Tne committee nave approved the plan and the regulations are as
follows:-

Cars and wotcrcycies will scure equally tanroughout, but
passengers will not score at all this year and even navigators will
not qualify for points unaer Dave's pla .

Eleven events will be run, evenly spread over thie "suimmer™
months of tre year, Seven road trials will be held withn
restrictions on the number organised arcund the C¢.S, Feak Dizirict
[7%% £I9 The rewaining four wili be rocket triels but any number of
non-chaaupionship runs .ty be held, A competitor’s top ten scores
wiil count in tiae final reckoning 8o ine <e&n miss one out and still
be in with a chance “hilst the rest will simply ueduct their lowest
SCOre. ’

Points will be scored as tollows.- Winner 30 peints

Second 27 o
Third 25 n
Faeurti. 24 Hogud tuen

23, 22, 21 a2and so on aown to tme last iinisher, Start and finish
points as sucii are abelshed and crgaunisers will goin a score equal
to thie average of tneir year's periormance. "ire ¢leven organisers
will be tnoe top elevewn in the 1971 iinal table, and will draw lots
for their event. Dates may or may not ve fixed beforehand, but
ocrganisers will nave a free hand &s to the style of their particular
event, Anyone who ueclin.s from organising an event but competes
resularly wili have his top score of tiie year deducted ana then
(w?thout i.is lcwest .aark) orly nine of nis scores wilil count,

AS we say every year, there are so iany ways 7o score these
everts that we may never arrive at the Lest for everyone, but even
tihe ACU and pIM are urdecid.:d on champioenship scouring. The #=bove
syvstens ~ecems guite ~cod and fair, o good iuck to everyone in the
1972 Preseideni's Scciel Cup anu ~on't forget te bring your 10p ner
veincle entry feco to go tuwarus awordsl
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The club Dinner Dance is very nearly upon us and there are a few
tickets left for Saturday the 12th's big event. Price is £1.75 a head
and you can ring Dorecen Rowland (95-23412) or send a line to 9, Coniston
Drive, Handforth before Saturday. Tiie guests will include Dennis
Parkinson (Mr. Undilating Straignt) Mike Wiison of M.C.N. annd Phil
Mountiield, Northern Expert sidecar winier,
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ONE PAIR ONLY REMAINING - RAF crewman's boots. Size 10, medium fitting
£4 only. Recommended by Jim Phillips!
See....ED.
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Watch this space for grass-track news! There is a possibility
of our running a charity mountain grass-track in ti.e area around
Stockport for a very worthwhile cause. This could be an opening for
our return to gress events, last tried in 1962, and mey influence
our thoughts on reverting to uie sod-shifting from scrambles.

%k ok k %k %k .k ok Kk Kk k Kk ok kX

WANTED! A good reliable second-hand car required, Willing to be
conned out of £150 for a Morris 1000 or similar transport.

ED. (427-2040)
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Last week (w/e 4tu Feb.) many of you will have read our press
coverage owu the arpecl for scrambles sponscrship. ‘It would help

if any members can contact local firms and retailers in a diplomatic
manner with a view to assistance (£)

Sccendly, write to your paper thanking them for the coverage and
then ask for more!
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John Roberts and Henry Rosenthal had a great dice for the club
trials championship this ycar with Henry running out the winner by

1 solitary ~oint.,. Sidecar ace Dave Rowlaand - the trials-sec has
therefore a. .ounced a tie decider .»r 1.:¢ new seuson. The bighest
numeer of wins will d:termin. the chempion and if a ~ ' > stil’ exists,

a rid .r's achievemencs in the Northern Fxperts' will be consi ered.
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Cheshire Motorcycle Racing Club ~would be pleased to see
volunteer marshals at their Anglesey meecings this season. If

you fancy a day at Mona Airfield on April 22nd or July 1st contact
club sec. Moses at the clubor ring 223-5567 for our racing prophet,
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WINTEx TRIAL - J .NUARY 23rd Marksend Quarry.

Our sccond trial ot tkis disused store quarry wasn't dusty
end dry iike the first, - - - -it war a quagmiie! Dave had laid
out twelve sections, cach to ke tackled four times, The conflicting
ini :rests of chserver andc L.y pigeons making crash landings were
ccttled by running the trial in two halvce, Sections one .¢ SiX
in th. lower ruarz_, were uased in ae morning and seven to twelve
2 ver Junch when tpe marksmen had gone home.

Forty-one —~id rs set of in f7 "¢ but overcast weather and the

variable severity .f the sections vroved admmirable. The experts
snly found <ifficulty at Section 5 where Mr. Rosenthal wrote down
164 5's befcre lunchi wain sct in after naif an hour, and thnis

made things even more difticult for the r. ices.
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There were three obvious cases of new Ossa familiarisation,
but I was able to spot improvements in the riding of Dave Murray,
John MacDonald and Henry as the day progressed. ’

At lunch, Nermen ‘Eyre was le ding with an amazir - 7 marks lost
- a2ll on Mr. Kk's hill. ke Sykes had lost 8 at this point waile
eventual third placeman, Henry, had dropped 253 18 of them on his
fathert's tricky ascent,

The afterroon sections followed much the same pattern with
the graded hill cliub being the most dif.icult obstacle and
observing here was........Mr. Rosenihall

The only cleans here were recorded by John Roberts, Norman
and Henry; once each but Mr. Rosenthal relentlessly wrote down 37
fives and 48 threes! Fourth wman Harvey Lloyd lost 7 of his 74
warks here and there were many spectacular falls.

All in all it was an excellent traicl wel. suited to the type
of entry and time of the yearj I think scores from 12 to 196 will
please even Ralph Venables! '

RESULTS.
Winter Trophy -~ Norman Eyre Ossa 12 marks lost
ist Class - R. Sykes Bultaco 29 n "

- Henry kosenthal Qzsa 33 " n

- Harvey Lloyd Montesa 34 n n
Best Intermediate - Ch»is Clarke 42
Best Novice - S. Blair 11C
ist Class ~ andrew MacDonald 124

- Nick Allott 126
- Dave Ashton 131

Norman now leads the club chawmpionship with 10 points and after
this “irst round of ti.. 1972 series he is followed by Henry,
John, hkuarvey, Chiis and "DKM" in that order.
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I have received . letter from Ian Brac:haw in the Island and pe
_ reports . “tling in well and en ovir;: the new life. He i-
well ir with tae Manx ciub alr:ady anu spreading the w 1 abou-
the hel .copter fund as always at every op ortunity.
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Also in tae jyost this month was tt=2 very first Formula Furness
ML . newsletter where I feature in a full paige articl: entitled
"The Mystery Man''l Y.u may remewnber tie Barrow club whese opening
night I attended and ever since 1 have been the subject of a man-
sunt in the Lancashire town. Forstula Furness have printed a
marvellous newsletter and later hope to progre=s .o a magazine.
They have p enty of ideas in mind for their members enjoyment and
hope to involve us in one oi their schemes -~ as y2t we don't know

whe -, I Pave written to their =ditcyr, Sicd Lyon, exploining a few
uneslved my iteries and confirme? the excellcnce »f their plan to
circu ate _.lub rewslet-ers throughout *the land, If we play our

cards right re may geil ourselves an invite to Barrow and use it

as a hase for a weekend in t. : Lakesl
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Ralph Venaples succeeded in his plot to save his postwan from
redundancy, and now he's back on our circulation list, We sent
him newsletters for 16 months im '69 and '70 but had so little
reaccion we began tc wonder if they were reaching Midhurst. Please
acinowledge, Ralph ......
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CLUEC ACROSS .. CLUES DOWN

' They made the conquest (6)
'Adolf VWell's mount (5)

1; Machine of the year (8)

7. & 34, == t2 -~ not to be (2, 2)
8. Some Morgans had this engine ( 1, 1, 3) Tutch T.T. venue (5)

11. A popul=s~ Mldland coupling (6) ' Sprintiny's governing body

12, MAYDAY 7 7, 1,.1). S : : .1, 1

e« e

Fatng =

14, Irsect (3) 5. Does he break .ccords ¢ (1, 1)
15. 1Irstead of (4) 6. Desert relier (5)

16. This wo'nt wash your treubles away (3) 9. driter of verse (i)

17. 0il additive 1. Yarley (8)

18. Tais type - rov -ferrous clestrical 20 (3\

21. “Cooper beats - = ¥ (1, %) o 13, Hustler predessor (5, 3)
22. Geld Star letters (1, 1) 19, Acquire (€)

2k, T.T. prowlem ~ melting - - - (3) : " - 20. Stops your cable e¢nd fraying,
25, It needs a rotor to alternate (6) among other things (7)

27. You ca'nt tend the garden with Plymouth (3, 23. Camrv Velo (3)

28. Alfred's porricge (4) 4 2L, In the house of horrors (6)
29, TLifeboais ¢ (3) ‘ 2¢. Yow too can have a body like
30, Nothing (3) ' . mine, Charles (5)

31. BSA's ¢ =chairman (&) 27. French name (5)

22, A smelly ene, this (5) ‘ 21. Ti~»ads holes (3)

35. ‘zough (8) 33, Carb (1, 1)
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Best ent.y wins a prize. Closiug date 4 weeks after publicution date.

NAI\'E 200000000 ebs0RcsPN bR bsROOGOOeOR b
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CLUB RUN TO THE MUTCK CYCLL SuOw.

Some intrepid mewbers of the club decided tmat tney would like

to go to the mnotor cycle show on their bikes. Other, less fortunate
meambers, whose bikes were off the road, or would not stand up to such
a lengthy run, decicea to nire a mini-bus. The miri-bus crowd

managed to persuace the bike crowd tnat it would be better for all
concerned if everybody went in the mini-bus, and yours truly thought
it would be a nice cheap way of taking his engine to Dresda Autos in
London for an overi:aul and general tune-up. So Moses, who is the
only one over 25 who can drive, in collaboration with Roger, who has
contacts at Stamford Van Hire, came up with a 13 seater Transit for
the weekend of January 8th,

On taking delivery of tie bus Moses discovered tnat the radio
didn't work, and that the back doors were held together with string,
however, at around midnight on the Friday, after having picked every-
one up we set off for London. By this time the b~=ttery was rlmost
flat, and the bus had to be push started, Near Macclesfield it
started to snow, and by the time Leek iiad been reached it had
worsened considerably. wWhat with the driving snow, and icy, Snow
covered road Moses must have thought he was back at Darley Moor,
for not content with hurling his B,S.A., into the panx at Paddock
bend, he decided to hurl our mini-bus into an Armco varrier.(Actually
this was caused by the battery, which got so iow that the lights
went outl) We later discovered that there was a 60ft, drop on the
otiner side, so perhaps it was as well it was there.

UTe affected the steering" said Moses as we pulled into a garage
forecourt a ccuple of hundred yards further on. This wasn't
surprising as tne track road had been bent into a most peculiar :hape,
(and both “ront wheeis pointed outwards). Front and rear wings were
also damaged and a rear wheel was buckled, It was decided to limp
back into Leek anu see if anything could be done. About 4% mile
from the town the battery failed altogeiher and we were left without
sparks. Fortunately it was downhill the rest of the way, aund we
rolled to a stanustill in the town centre after freewheeling the
last # wile, As we ~ere standing around wondering what to do two
policemen appeared on the scene. ‘Moses explained the situation to
them and they promptly carted niam off to tihe local nick(}) not to a
ceill, I might aad, but to phone for help. Tihis arrived in the form
of & breakdown truck a few minutes latei. All tiney could do was
to tow the hus to their garage, they woulua't be able to do anything
witn it ti.. the folliowing wmornir Z.

NiGuT IN Thi WALTING "OOM.... :

AS thnere isn't wuch to do in Leek at 20t'clock in the wor' ing we

were advised to spend tn~ night in tne waiting room at the local bus

station. This had ratncr herd wooden sez:s, but at least it was
heated (after a fasmion anyway.) It wrs far better than standing out
in the snow. There mustnt't be any vandcls in Leek, as such a

facility wouldn't suivive long ‘n Stockport or Manchester. (Incidentliy,
I notly deny knowing anything about the slogan "Seventecn boot Rule
G.i." in the adjoining lavatory.)

Some people spent the night trying to sleep, others enjoyed (?)
a gawe of cards. I lost sixteen bob!

Mike Hall and Jill kept wandering off outside somewhere (I don't
know way, it was too aaumn cold to do anvthing!,; At about 6.30a.m,
PR O S v wo vt ot gatel UEE SO als o oaT T Yo agelne o JEniey .
S0 was C(he neac, ana the ouc atter that, in tact abuwul tTne onay place
o... could get to by public transport from Leek is Hanley - nust be a
popule. placel

At last a cold grey dawn broke., Rod, Roger and Moses went to see

about the mini-bhus. Tue rest of - 3 went in search of a cafe. Several
hours later the bu: was bent back into a reasonable shape and was just
~bout safe enough tc take us howe. Moses drove again and manageud to

stoy on tne roaud this tiwel
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. "Two quid to get to Leek and back!! moaned one;j "Wish 1'd
géne cn wy bike after all," said another, and vours truly had to
naeve a day otff work to taxe iiis engine to Lonuonj - 1 think I'11
go on the train next yearl!

. r.oJL S,
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MOKE VINTAGE Si-GuT.

witn all tnese events open to our uembers as well as the
occasional "openY and "open—to~certre" events, there was little need
for us to organise more, SO the only one we ran was the annual
invitation~trial wihich was seant to introduce riders to co.petitive
sotorcycling and also to introduce non-measibers to the joys of club
iife. '

My own personal experience of participation in trials was
limitea to riding snot-gun in a sideccr outiit,. I have alrecauy
described how Squib Cave and 1 wade our first venture into the
trials world in 1935 on my old 350c¢cc Velo, (it was not long efore
the Velo engine had grown to 407cc witn the fitting of an 0Onm k
berrel to replace tine stanuard 74im article). A 5.t of wide-ratio
gears had gomne into the box, whici gave us 7 to 1 top, 14 to 1
second, and 21 to 1 bottom (Lvckily the engine was very flexible
providing the ignition control was used as much oas the throttle
coutrol) and a proper high-level Watscnian sidecar chassis had
replaced the old half-crown original.

Souie very memorable tnings took place in and around that gide.
car outfit, not ounly during trials but sometimes on the way to the
start or more oftva on the way home after a trial. In those days
the average clubi.an coulu only aiford one vehicle. For the
enthusiast it ned to be a motorcycle o. course, and it was riden
in 211 types of events; trials, scrambles, grass—-tracks and even
rood racinge. It was riden to the meetings and hod to be ready more
often than not to tase 1its proud owner to work on Mcaday morninge.
many is the ti.ue that I nave sat in tine sidgiecar in the mid.le of
winter on the way home from a trial in North Wales, wet through,
cold and miserable, soweties witn a tnick layer of half frozen snow
covering the road and of course slowly o20zang down my neck and I
have tnousrt that ii I ever lay in bed and felt the way I felt in
taat sideci. I would be sure I we: dyine!

Someheoew I always seemod to be tiern ready for cnother w. se of

the same w2aicine at the next opportunity. The mogt enjoyab. 2 trial
1 ever took part in was the inter-ciub teaw trial in 1936. The

47" could rot raise a team of three riders preparcd to take part

in what was described as a "one day sporting trial" so Saguib entered
on tne old Velo as a member of the Chester Motor Club. At the
start(Rutnin)the club secretary was aost apologe .icj the 1wo other
members of our team had not turacd up! He had brougnet nis own bike
ready to make up a teaa, but Le could .ot make up for two missing

riiers. we could of course ride, but coulu nct expect to win
anytihing. Well we set o.Jf and pressed «n"rewardless', not bothering
it we lost marks at <‘he time—-checks or in tae sections. The

conseque.ce was that wnilst we were well out on tiwme, we lost far
few:r ms ks than usual in the sections.

It was a lovely Jday end we thoroughly enjoyea ourselves. Tiie
~ ster Club secretary me’. us at the finish of +ne trial and he
told vs tnat after we had set oft, another rider 1in one of the clubs!
tenms nad faiied To a&ppend, SO ne prad draited 3 into tnis other
team. This trial was one of the many whereiln the lads managed
to mess the tiae-keeping un to such an extent that aarks tost on
time were discoun’ 2d ana results caiculated on observation alone,
(whichh suited usi) The two ctne’ riders in'our team" faust have
been gooud, because when tine resuits came out we found that we were
in the thiru pbest teaid, &n. got an award for our effortsi

TOM DUGDALE.
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A Lettar to the Editor,.

Sir

I was disappointed to read some «¥ the uneducaied comments made about
the AMCA in your December newsletter but since the irpending meeting
where, Don Green, .ecretary of the AMCA would be present was c.:.ly a
matter of days off, I was content to await the outcome without comment.,

However, since the unprecedented, inaccurate and biased report which
appeared in your last issue, I can refra'n no longer from '‘putting
the bocks straight!',

May I first of all implore you to STUP decrying the actions of a go
ahead organis~tion who arc¢ trying in their own way, rightly or
wrongly, to put motorcycling back on the rap.

The AMCA are not a modern-day GESTAPO, they are a g.oup of peuple
who are trying to encourage amateurs into mo*orcycle sport which is
what we desperately need as long as the ACU continues with its 'head
in the clouds' attitude.

If I can contain myself long cnough, may I take Mr. “braham's 'report'

itewm by item:

1. It is NOT a condition of affiliation to the AMCA that clubs
promote sporting events.

2. Mr. Green was NOT 'unconvincing' in explaining Michael Hewitt's
support from AJS.

3 Clubs do NCT 'heve to'supply marshals and observers at any and
every evente. Oonly if their club mewbers are riding are they
requested to supply assistance, and isn't this only fair?

4, Competitors are NCT imprisoned in tne paddock until the ropes
and stakes are cleared away. A rota system involving hundreds
of people is used to ensure that everyone gets a chance of
hzlping. And way not, because I for ore, am sick and *ired
of spending weekends alone or with three or four others roping
up only t- see a complete stranger take £30 prize mcney off the
t17¢ the following Surdaye.

5 The Al. * does NCT only ciéter for the sportin; rider. They run
a very active social calendar wi‘h U nces, hot pcts, gam .., etc.,
nzarly EVEkY wee zend, including MOTORCYCLE SHCGW., e.g. x1le

Vae,
6. Duucle roping nas Nu . been used soclel Dbecause scmecne was
killed last year. Since insurarce for riders now applies it

is an insurance requirement,

7 An ACU rider using a 'nom de plume' for AMCA purposes is NOT
compelled to ride in an AMCA event if there is an ACU event
nearkt v,

I treat the remai.ing coumuents with the contempt they deserve. OK
Mr Abrahars, so you don't like “he #£%CA but please stop pulling them
de vn to the level which the ACU has already reached and please let
the -lub .uembers make up their own mirdse.

If -~ ou are still not convin :d come abng4one Wednesday night to the
Mz..chester Club at the Queen's Hotel, Stockport kRoad, Cheadl.:
(oppos’ .e Counrillc Lane) and lea:n the facts about the AMCA.

tAstride the Fence!
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131 order to ..et Moses reply in the next issue with his own points
~f view. I feel ijustified in pointing out the fullowing facts with



Point 2

Point 3

(e fomuay nenalelle: <n fronl of mik =
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Whether Mr. Green was convincing or not on the Hewitt affair
is purely a matter of personal opinion - to which we are all
entitled.,

Moses quotes what he presumably inferred from the talk,
ie., "clubs are expected to provide marshals etc.," and
then as heith says "only at events when that club's riders
are participating, (whetner that club has organised the
event or not)".

I find it hard to believe that Moses would write things
which he knew to be exaggerations of the truth, and feel
that Keith has refuted the allegations with stronger words
than Moses alleged them in the first place and gives the
wrong impression of Mosés'' in‘tentions when.he laigd,.out the,,
facts for the members not present at the talk. However,
let the battle of pen and ink commence, and I'll try not

to be biased when I print the letters I receivel

See you in the paddock,
ED.

T vt eessrocessesssenassecasessesassewish to apply feor full/
sporting membership of the MANCHESTER '17' Motor Cycle Club.

My address is:

...... @ s 6 068 060 060 060 002 0860 00
© 4 9 0 6 ¢ 6 ¢ 8 A ® 08 S 0 S 8 9 s 0 4B S VS

2 5 6 5 0 8 5 064 06 60060608 060600 0000800008 00e0e

(Previous full members enclose cards for signing) I enclose

cheque/PO/GIHG for £.vieveesesses and I wish/do not wish
tc receive newsletters. (Full membership 88p)
(Sporting n - 50p)

Send to: Mrs. D. Rowland, 9 Coniston Drive, Handforth,
Cheshire.
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