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MANCHESTER "17" MOTORCYCLE CLUB

NEWSLETTER ~ JANUARY 1972,

Happy New Year Everyone!

‘ essseenre and let's hope it will be a
prusperous and successful one for the "Wi7Y,

Tnings have started off well as far as I'm concerned for I
have landed a new job which will mean working in Manchester. I
can now attend club, and committee mectings more regularly and
thus do a better job,.

In tnis issue we cover the Northern Experts!'! with Dave
Rowland on a 25cc Scripto ballpoint. Moses has detailed the
talk by Don Green on November 30th and we start a new series by
Tom Dugdale entitled "Vintage Sport".

Dates for your diary.

January 11th 1972 - Film Show

Janvary 18th 1472 - Talk by Ken Eyre
February 1&th 1472 - Club Dinner Dance
February 15th 1472 - Dart Beard social

Tiie return fcootball match against the Peak club wes to have
been on January 16th, but we have had no luck in finding a pitch
fer a Sunday game. The chances are better for March however,
Dave Nurse has also contacted Roy Fidler of car rally fame and we
hope he'll be able to give us a talk some time in March.

Fur the dartboard social on February 15th,we have decided to
invite both the Shaw and Peak clubs for a three-way match.

The "Boxing Day" trial is reportcd elscwhnere, but it's sad
to report that we lost the team competition with Sheffield and
Hnllamshire by an aagregate of 170 marks even though we signed
up Ossa ace, Dove Thorpe, on the morning of the event! Fair
revenge for past defeats for S. & H., but a sad reflection on
our efforts witnout Deve R. in the tcam,
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AM,C.A, Discussion,

6.30, Tuesday c¢vening, the 30th November saw a rather poor

turnout for the A.M.C.A. talk at tine club, Eventually the room
filled and Dun Green, the secretarv of tine AM.C.A, started his
tali. At terwards he invitced questions end answered them fully.

Paul has asked me to write this report of the meeting for the

beaetfit of members not present at the telk and I think the best

way to do tnis i1s to put down what I learnt frou the talk rather
than report it verbatim.

The A.M.C.A. or Amateur Motor Cycle Association to give it it's
full title was founded in 1932 and is confined mostly to the
Midlends., A motor-cycle club can apply to be affiliated to the
A.M.C.A. in much the same way as clubs apply tfor A,.C.U, affiliation
and the A.M.C.A. magazine for October/November lists twenty-one
clubs, four of them in the Cheshire, Derbyshire or North Staffs
area. It is a requirement tfor A.M.C.A. affiliaticn that a club
runs some organmised sporting events, mostly scrambles and traials

at present although they are considering road racing for the
future.
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Tne A.M.C.A. itself is » member of the IMBA which is the
"amateur" equivalent of the F.I.M. apparcntily, and many cuﬂtinental
events arc entered by British riders under the IMBEA. Tie A.M.C.A,
will not accept coumpetitors wio arce sponsored or receive works'
support, although Dcn Green admitted this was impossible to enforce
compiletely and was rather unconvincing in expleining Michael
Hewitt's support from the A.J.S. facteory, Hewitt is the 1971
250cc scramvles champion as proclaimed in A.J.S. adverts.

Clubs are expected to provide marsnials and observers when
required at any A.M.C.A, event whether or not the club nas

organised the event. In fact, if an event is short of officials
on the day, tnen clubs will be told to supply men frow their own
competiturs or wome froum that club is allowed to ride, - In the

same way, nc competitor leaves the paddock until the ropes and
staxes nave been gathered in and the litter colilected.

Tne A.M.C.A. caters for the sporting rider only and in 1971
sver 50 scrambles, five of them internationai, aud 30 trisls were
neld, NG regs. or entries are sent in the post, A cowpetitor
sust regularly attena nis ciub me etings to learn of events and
coliect regs. and entry fouras.

Trhe a.M.C.A. own a Land Kuver, race control ~aravan and
,ublic acdress sys’em all of whichh wmay be hired by clubs for tne'r
events, The caravan is equijed witih ropes anu stakes which aust
be a great booenr to clubs. No levy is charged by the A.M.C.A. on
the takings although they stipulate what percentage of the "gate"
snovuld be paid in prize meney. Riders pay £1 for an A.M.C.A,
licence,

Safety requirewments at A.M.C.A. scrambles are far less stringent
tinan at A.C.U. events altincugh the A.M.C.A. now recounends that
double roping be used foliowing the deatn of a sjpcctator last year.
Riders are not insured as in A.C.U. events, but there is a
benevolent fund wnich pays £5 per week to riders off woerk through
injury.

Don Green said that tiie A.M.C.A, .ns no ban on A.C. U, meaub. rs
competing in their events providing they cowmply with A.m.Cla.
rules, One rule is tnat the rider smust not ride in an aA.C.U.
event if tucere is an A.m.C.A. meeting on the sawme day. As thnere
is an A.i.C.n. scraable almost every weck, tiis awounts to a ban.
He denied knowledge of riders using false names to get arcund
tnis difficuity.

He claims thiat the aim of thne a.it.C.aA, is to further aiotor-
cycling and apiarently this weans securing as awuch land as jpossible

for use as scrawmbles and trials courses.

Above are sowe of the facts as I understand thew regarding

tne A.M.CLA. My .ersonal iapresiion was of one large organ-
isation split into closely knit units cuzlied clubs. These clubs
ezist suliely for runuing scrasbl:s and trials. They do not
cater for rocd riuers cor even the ex-rider who now wisnes to
vryganise. Don Green thought it a joint in their favour tnat no
lub official was over & certain age (35 I tuink). He s:emed

vagt ly sur,risc ! tnat anyone wio drdn't ride & scraabler should
want to juin a club but soid tuat tee Ada.Clh. would cater for
road wiewbers if the neced arose,

He mentione. tnat one a.C.U. affiliatced club in the Chneshire
Centre was going A.M.C.A. next year but I gatner tihis is unusual.
In fact wost new a.4.C.an. clubs seew te be foraed when an existing
ciub sub-uivides., To quote from the a.1.C.a. wagazine "The
Clubman™ ;-

"Phne Nortn Staffs groeup wite have been cperating as one
clu~, are ncew strong encugh to split into four clubs anu already
thi. members in the Chester area have formed a club ana ele cted
officials. The lads froum tne Manchester erea are doing like-
wis >, and will be th. strongest ju gzin- f1 - *' e number/ oo/
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Jtugaing fros tiae nusber,’

' vl menibeir s tiey have in tiiat area.
Tre third ciuc is at Buxtoen andg tiley will be just cver the
pborder in Dervyshire, whiie tne weunbers around the North
Staffs area will rewain tae Nortn Staifis club ......".

Toe sum uy, I founa tie talx very infor.aative »nd
interesting. I have spoumen tou most pmenibers who have attended
club mectings sinkce this toaik snu I am pleased trhrat with one
exce,.tion evervone whv €X resseu a view at nil was of tuae
vpinion tuat trne aA.M.C.a. Ras notniilg woertiowanile to offer us
except sonme iuaeas for getting cowpetitors wore involved in

ergarising cvents, However, wy own view is that any measures
taren a2loung tiaese lines would rebaily be ineftfective unless
carrieu cut Ly tae A.C.U., a3 & wiocle. For instance, juagiline

us Saylihyg to Scraiablers "You wust cosie wown to the club to
ick up entry fourns saud tiuen come to tie course to uneip us
rope un'.,

we would Lrovecvly end up witin Don wilson as the only
cowr..etitar,

Dave Abrena.us
Secretary.
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Vintage SpPort.

It would be iwpossible to list all tune cunanges which
nave taxen place in motoercycle swort since the vintage years.,
The cuanges are tooe vast, anu so complete, Tie vintage years
cume just bout nheit way in the evolution of the sporty take
trials riuinyg for instance ~ originally a reliability test
of macl nes ana rivers. Iin the deys of tne earrsiest uacniines
with toneir singie speeds, bLelt drives, beaded-edge tyres and
frames wihich were little mcre than strergthened push-bikes,
even main-road nills were possicle stoppers!

Cuservers were statiovned on such hills during test runs
to see wiletner the compcetitors ciimped titem withouut stopping
cuaw witneuat using thneir feet - often runo.ong alongside a
failing wzcninel

T naeve oirten wonacred hLow the uvbservers reachned tiiese
sectivns - LY nourse I sui; csel

A48 the bikes snd riders improuved, more ond :ac. e aiffasult
ovstructions nad to te put in tueir way to sort o2t a winner,
until tae trials geme developed into tice crazy usiness tiat
it is now. by this last remark { on't wmesn that trials
riuing is no¢ lenger goeod cliean fung it undoubteuly isj; but
1 tnink it iacks a lot ¢f the simi.crity tc nerwal transport,
and at tne sane time a lot of the rudventure that it naud.

In tne deys when the club started, a trials riuver felt
as 1f he was guling sScmewhicre. One se¢ction "7as part of the
roate 1zavain to toe next secticn eana even wnen the trial
finisneu ot tie same pluace as it nau started, ne stili felt
as 1f ne nau .ceen somewhere.

Thnere was very little tavne about on se ticus, and if an
ciLserver wanteda to keep riders oft an easy goiny route he
~ilnceu & large rock, trec trunk, or c¢ven a parkec bike on
it!

Tiwe countea for as wuch as perfoermonce in the observe:
scections, tite usa.al ruling bein, the less of cne mark jer
winute four going into ¢ time cneck early or late ovutside an
allowance of cornce wdnute cacu way. Each coapetitor/ Y4
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THE NORTHERN EXPERTS'

The 1971 Northern Experts was blessed with a mild,
fine day, For two years now the weather has treated us
Ainaly, whi. , has ccertainly made c¢veryone's job much
easier,

The entry, which was sliyatiy better than last year,

was ready to stuggle over tuae rouckery at 16.30am. For
the first tiwe I was riuding in tae siuecar class; ably
assisted by Ray Armstrong, Not nharing ridden an outfit on

our local rockery, I was just riding and hoping for the best.,
After making a uwess of tne first section I (we) settled down
and enjoyea the trial.

As for the soio entry, rob Edwards was not quite riding
witua enouyh determination to becowe Northern as well as Dritish
Expert, whicih is a pity because he is one of tihnc most sporting
end likeable lads arcund. Malcolm kathinell was determined though.
Uver a naraer course than last year Malcolwm became Northern
Expert losing 17 (same as tine winner last year), a very good and
consistent ride, Norman Eyre was best "17" solo rider, just
getting a 1st class award, with Henry, Harvey, John and Duncan
not tovo far btenind,With some riders getting to che finisn in the
dark, the 1971 "Experts" drew to 1ts close (for soume)! On
reflection a good trialy; as always, iamprovements can be mnade,
but if we ran perfect trials no one could criticize or talk
about cur mistakes}, tuets lifel

I perscnally weculd like to tnank all tnose wno helped to
make the M/cr 17 Northern Experts!' the success it was.

Thank you, D.Rr,
% % K K K ko ok ok K K K K K ok K X
RESULTS.

Northern Expert - Malcclm Rathmell -~ Bultaco - 17 marks
lost

1st Class Awards:- Shepherd 20; Hemingway 26; Edwards 30;
Gaunt 34; Vampkin 423 Thorpe 43; Sunter &2;
Sandiford 4,, Miiner 49; Eyre 52.

Sidecar Winners - Phil and Jobn Mountfield - Ariel - 43 marks
lost.

Runners up: Alan Morewocod and Gerry Holmes - 57
Dave Rowland and Ray Armstrong - 57

e —
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At tne end of thne Experts', Henry was leading tne Clubdb championship
with 38 points from John kouberts with 37 and Hervey with 36; all very
close end exciting fur tne last rcund on Boxing Daye

Dave Ruwland wins tne Castrcl award for the best "17" club
member in the Nortliern Experts!'.
Xk ok ko k ok K ok % ok ok ok % ko ok
Tue raffle for observers at the Experts' was won by Dave Lawsonj
secund was Grana.s Bennet frow tue Peeik club and third, Frank Greenan.
The wrizes were £3, £2 ana £1,
* K ok k& ok ok ok %k %k ok ok X

Advertisements,

FUR SALE Two pairs of size 10 boocts. These are rejects
(unuetectable faults) from an Air Ferce contract at a
at a famous Northamptcn firin. Worth £8 a pair, selling at £4 only,
welded scle, integral waterproucf tongue, very nign enkle fur support,
scft calf nide - hard wearing. Sec me (tne Ed) cr ring 0601-427-
2040,

1566 125cc Sachs Sprite trials.
New (Jacksoun) fork fitted to sell, £85.00 Ring 061-748~
' 6051.
Club Badges.

1969/70 size, REVERSED transfers to stick inside glass
or Sscrecens. 10p each.
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The "Newsletter Ar icle of tue Year Award" will go to Tom Dugdale
for nis ser.es: "Tae Vintage Years's A sditavle award will e
purchased kbut will be a secret for ncw ana Tom (it you're rcading
tiiis) will have to "wait and scel" Tois series of Toma's is very
interesting indecd to we and I'm sure to many of you. This month's
trials history will surely eunlighten many of you modern bog-wheelers
as well, There can be no deubt that on sheer volume alone Tou is
a werthy winner of the award this vyear.

Well Donel
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Seen on Boxing Day near Chapel: Gorden and Brenda locking for a
triall?!?! "

Heard in the festive seasocn: D.R. has an A.M.C.A, trophy is nis
showecasel Noj; not enotner wandering sheepj; 1it's an Army Mctor-
cycle Association awardl
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The Juhn Hartle Memorial Trial. - Christumas Sunday - December 26th

Henry Rosenthal is the new Club Chauapion after a great battle
with John Roberts oun our treditional Cnristmas mud ana limestone,

Congratula“ions, Hemry on a great sasason! Well wone also Dave-
the~Trials-Sec for building tihe reputatiocn of "17" club trials to
the extent of an entry of 88 at this tiwe of ‘7ear.

This was a tough trial for *hose who expectea tne more usual
Yuletiue frolic, wut somebody forgot: <o tell Dave Thorpe about
goodwili and all that for he clecaned un with a loss of only 12
marks! Dave reached Vernons on his second lap before dropping a
ma. & and after wuch deliberation he went the way of many othiers on
the 3 fuot step ocut of the' ditch ~ a crankcase 51} Jonn Koberts,
Nor. an Eyre and D.T. were the only leans all dey here, and all on
the first lap. After tnat 1t was a case of "blurble-blurble and
striy tne motor latexrl!™

Bolt Edge was as greasy as cver and a big step on the first
secticn at Bettfiecld foocled eny.



Tne winner gave away 5 at the Gents' loc on the last lap and a 2
on the greasy hill in tihne guarry at Harrat Grange but hard luck hit

Gordon Snowball - bald gear box sprocket; Norman Eyre - plug trouble
and Duncan McDonaiuv - no first gear.
The sidecars - three in nuwber - had a trienaly larik about (the

class was scrapped for lack of entries) but a good time was had by
all,

The weather was foul with freezing wist, but this is surely nro
excuse for leaving flegs etc. at the sections. So let's give Dave
more of a hand with every little assistance we can - his is olmost
a tull time job at this busy tiwme of the year,

ED.
RESULTS.,
The Jonn Hartle Memorial Trophy ~ Dave Thurjpe - 0Ossa - 12 parks lost

1st Class Awaras - Henry 28; John R. 33; Mick Ransom 37; Alan Clarke
37; Phil Clarkson 46,

Intermediate - Bob Baker 84.
Best Novice.- Chris Clarke 79.

Trials Championsuip Final Table.

Henry 48 Ransom 23
Johin 46 Tnomas 21
Harvey 41 MacDonald 18
Norman 34 Acton 14
Dave 29 Karle 12

Our next trial will be on January 23rd at Marksend Quarry near
Mecclesfield,

IN BRIEF: Ian had a successful send-off at the club on December 28th
- he bought the butties!

The present Sccial Cup table will stand as the result - Keith is
the 1971 winner., (mutter, mutter, Well done!, mutter, wmutter.)

DOMN'T FURGaT!

SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW DUE -~ - cnliy 874p
as usual send your P.Os.and ciiequcos
to § Mrs. D. Rowland,

9, Coniston Avenue,

Handforth,

Cheshirec.

IT 1S STILL ThE CabaFeST AND BBST VALUE IN THE NOKTH!

Ton~dle-oohl!

Paul.
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