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MANCHESTEx "17" MmOTORCYCLE CLUB.

NEWSLETTER - DiCEMPER 1971.

This is the last newsletter I shall publish for at least a

Year as your new editor for 1972 is Paul Tootall who did such

a gceod job on the newsletter in 1969 .ad '70. This past year
was not my first as editor, but it has certainly been the best
fur meambers! support and Ishodd. 1like to thank all of you who

have written articles for we.

In tlis issue Paul takes over the ecitorial while we both
composed the AGM report; Towm Dugdale continues with "The Vintage
Years" anu writes abcut the early "17" clubrcoms which is guite
applicable considering cur own recent and highly successful move
tc the Royal Oake I wender how many of us will be supporting the
club 37 years after we jouined as Tom is doing!

A balance sheet is attacned and Tar's "Interpol'" rcad-test is
the otner feature ¢f this bumper Christuas issue.
DAVE MOSES.

Once again I find myself back in the Newsletter Editor's chair.
I'm pleased tu be back cn the cunmittee and at the same time glad
that I've hcud the two year break. Luveally, 211 the committee
positicns should be changea regularly to keep up new ideas and
maintain int -est in tne keener wembers by allowing tnewu "rest"
years,

My positicn is still the sawme, in that I will cnly be able to
attend meetings about cnce every six weeks,.and committee meetings
are cut unless they coincide with that sixth week. Alas, things
may get wurse and I wmay have tu leave the district altcgether so
I hope you udon't feel I've been inconsiderate in standiang for a
pesition which T may not be able to keep. Until then I'll do
my best to give you a niontuly newslotter - especially aujortant
in wintir T feel -~ with 211 the usual feetures by Wilf, Tom and
reving scribe Alan, and rej.crts oun the closing stages of the
Fresi.udent's Sccial Cup anu the Trio.s Cuauapionship with pei- *s
ta. les,.

The wmost impcrtart wen on the cowittee over the next four

months is, to ay wmind, thne Sucial Secretary, uow Dave Nurse. We
wust cuntinue in tne fine style-set by the weparting committee
winu've laid on the recent talis by Don Green of the AMCA. Dave

is in charge ¢f the programse, but we must all help with the
crganisation anu suggest as many ideas for sccials as possible to
make his job easier (He's alsc wmcre likely to stand next —ear as
well!l)

ANNUAL GedNgsal aapgT.NG - NCVEMbK 10th,

Qur sccund meeting at the Ruyal Oak sawx the club's 36th Annval
General Meeting, and after initiaily disputing the "air time" with
Horry Carrente=, tnings went very siuwcothly. (Our thanks to Jerry
Quarry for his tiwely knock-ocut})

Tn:.re was a gu:1 turn-cut for the wmeeting but many neople
arrived a littlile tou late tc heer all the rejorts,

we'll sumarise tire events here and add that the club is tariving
oand stakle, but hes plenty f work on it's plate in crder to rewsain
tauat way.

The ainutes of the AGM 1470 were read by the dcparting Secyvetary,
Keith, and accegted as a. true recurd ¢f events without discussion
on eny watters arising tnerefromn.
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There was, however, ironic laughter when Keith state. that the
Training Schiol had been moved to Warth Meadow to cut down on the
lesses uf equipuient by theft, We have just had SiX aiachines
stolen at Warth Meadow! More on the Training Sche.ie later.

The secretary's report was one of counfidence in the future and
satisfaction witn the past yeear. We have fulfilled the club's
ains in proacting trials and scraables with success on the whole
and the road-~gouing boys nad been sated by the re-vaumped Sccial Cup
cuntest and their nuwbers have increased. Keith is resigning from
the post of secretary for perscnal reasouns and thanked the cunuiittees
of 10%, '70 and '71 for their support in wmaking this a pleasant and
rewaruing period, He hopes to return in the future, firing ocn ell
cyliniers, and I'm sure we'll be glad to see him, A controversiel
figure at timwes to say the least, Keith is an undisiuted hard worker

ana an invaluble usiewber of the club. We wish hiwm 211 the best, \

]

Frank the Bank tuen told us 2ll now we lost so much money this
year(l) enu warneu tne club c¢f seven lean ycars and a ygreat fawine
if we are nut careful witn tne funds. No, sericusly, the position
is socurnd, and with Frank in cherpge to balance the fiwdlews and fiuule
dhe balunces I dun't see how we can fail., As always, w¥& wmust spend
gparingly &nd shrewdly and meke every effoert to bring in subscriptions
44;lenty any succeed in our avney making prouwctions, At thne tiae,
tilere was a figure of £70 in uispute witn Cheshire ACU c.ncerning
the ill-fated Cna.pionsiip Scrauible, but we are within tne rules
and Frank was coenfident that the cnarge «f excessive prizc ucney is
unproven and we will be reisbursed witn the £78.

Pev gave hiis last scrambles secretory's rejyort after nine years
in the poust ond was given a waram recej:-tion. Pev is cne «f the wmost
lizerble blokes you'll ever meet and I'd like to add the thanks of
the whele club fur his stalwart service in the scrauibles secretary
position, We are eternally grateful to hia and only hope we can
keep up his stanuards in the future without bothering hiwm too much
for advice! Pev now succeeds Brian as Presiuent of the Club and
we hope he'll guide us for many years to came. As for the four
screables this year, we have nct mawe a fortune and in fact the
present figures show a loss until ‘ne Centre come forthn with cur
lclly frous the Chawpionsinip mceting. The course has stouod up well
t.. the seaescn anu tiie revised start and paddock site has eased
crganisaticn., The weather has not been as kina as in the past and
we've been cuapeting with Hewkstone ana the AnCA for boti riders
anu spectaters. Tne rebuilt "Gents" is a boon and the racinyg nas
been very gooud with the Club seeing the rapid rise uver the secsoen
cf new Chnesnire Cihampion Peter Matnia, and the further improve-
went of Bub Wrignt. Despite the wecather, the crowds have been
guud and we appear to have esteblished a regular following. There's
definitely a cience of success at Harrat Grange, but the feriaule,s far:
,has eluueu us. Pev tnankeu everyone tfor their assistcnCe - cvery-
vne who assisted that is, and exiressed his regret at having to
stund Jdown,

A scra.bles sub-cuwanittee nas beocen formed with a2 mandate to
run three mectings at Harrat Grange. The viability o«f the September
meeting 1s very susj;ect and to Frank's relief (or was it his
suggestiun?) it will be scrubbed, The sub-coimmittee will cunsist
of Paul T, Frank T rner and Duncan McDcnald and will run the meetings
until such tiwme os a full scroables secretary is found (strong hints
fr.a Keith in this respect). Persuvnally, I'in relying on several
sublicity stunts and hard work on awvertising toc see us tnraough,
Ti.e club needs the scrauble wcwbers and cught tec proviue Chesnire
with wmore scraambles for ACU riders than tne trend forbodes., We
aen't want to luse tne course r tue revenue a successful seasoun
woeuld bring and I'a sure we weuld all like tuo rewoin invcelved in
running ACU scrambles as long as such events are viable in Chieshire
witn tie rising tinreat f AMCA wonopcly n ground ane cuapetitors.,
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Eric is st.ll keen on ruuning & grass-track, anu if a site is
found, the scroable sub-coasnittee will teke wver the prouaotion
with Eric being cu-cptea to tine teawl

Ever qguiet Dave R. then anncunced a successful year of trials

with more entries tuan every this, tu » trials wan, is the best
tribute to itis effurts he can wish for. More than capable,

Dave nas amasterwin.ded some ygooud events with results appesring
ragidly and well presented witn assistance from Doreen ana Gorudon.
Dave naes alsce been active uauwn at tie Centre Board meetings
proscting the use of 5.3.2.1.0, marking and tihe intcer.aediate class,
With niw having & vig nend in the "rounds" furaula of the revised
Chesthiire Cnampionship, we are indeed lucky to have Dave in charge
¢f cur trials and are cocnfident of even greater things one day with
perhaps wmy dreaia of a '"Naticnal" being our pluw meeting. The
finances invelved in putting on this years trials were en.ugh to
make Frank swile, ond Dave closed witin a vete of thanks to all
cbservers and in particular, Hoirvey aad Duncan for section prep-
aration,

Beryl was alaost touo modest and exnpressced no more than her hope
that we had enjoeyeu tine filuws ano thanked everyune for tneir helg.
Beryl is not stan.ing f.r S.cial Sec. this year &nd we tnhank her
in turn for tie eff.erts and special keeness she nas put into that
wost uifiicult f tosks.

Ian tiic copper (cunupper) was rightly in nis finest hour. wWitn
Keith as his nuusber one Ian achieved more than was ever wureamed
«f with the Manx Grand Prix Helicopt :r Fund. A surwlius of cver
£400 &nd now even more, has been crecited to. next years fund, and
the publicity we have gained is iae¢asurable. Alas, tioe laugbing

Loliceman is ¢lsc leaving us f.r sunnier cliuwes (as tihey say).

Ien is going te play chicken at tne tottow of Bray Hill in TT week
as & wmeaber <¢f the Menx Constavulary and will be sadly missed on.
clubnignt, at the Training School, and un rcad trials. We wish
niw al’ tue best and nope we can arrange a "reet gud doo" before he
leaves in January.

John-tae~chairimsn then catllew . r any other business and’ Keith
i, weuistely sparked off a lively discussion ¢n tne wmerits eid other-

wise of the AiCa, Keith belicves taat the AviCa i3 the set-up to
be part ¢f if we are to thrive in +uce future but it secwied that
tue wajerity of tiucse present were agoanst ic. Tue club's polic

is at the goacht restricteu to aawves at thie Caeshire Centre Boara
meetings aiwmeu at bringing ab.ut anity ana cventucsl asolgowation,
Tine representatives of the cumaitte. were tabling tne suggestion
tiiat tae ban on awiCa riders be l.fted four Cnesnire ACU events,

4s T sec it, the auventages of tone AwmCa for the "17" are several
moere risers in the areca and a veriety of cour es for the screasblers;
less c.upetition for ground and fewer probleas “n the finencing of

o wmeeting becouse of tine AnCA backing. we would have no prepleas
on date ciasnes and witn our cion ecvver, ACU wmectings in Ches.ire
sould surely udecline and faoce away cowpletely - leaving no oppnositin.
The standerd would be lewer in toiesls ond scraanbles, but tner.fuore
will att. nct newco.aers on s.all pbuuge's whe cannot ride as wften

in tne ACU, (.ure troveliing andg sorinking prize money ).

T .e uiscuvest gus (glven the present ACU ban) are imany. Paul
And MusSes wouluw never be apble to ricve in the Isle of Man (er any-
visere else) if they were strictly Adta wmembers ang declared them-
selves sou; Henrv could never win a Naticnal or bec.ume a well known
(¢pensored) eoxperti; Peter® pMatnia ana Oruaesher could never represent
cfficial (tue ones thne Press notice) British c¢r any cther regional
teaw. Tw.¢ road meambers would be denied marsthalling privileges
at Oulitun and we couldn't run a training school or assaciate
vurselves with tue G Helicupter. The Benevelent Fund would go
(if we were n.nest) anu .oany wembers woulu resign in crder to stay
in Ledlr sycrt.
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The mceting clused with Paul Sandbach being shot down on a few
¢f nis naray annuazls but it was all in good spirits and Joubn brought
the ha:auer down oun a very successful AG1 in tiwe for last orders
and a furtiher ten minutes furicus discussion «n the AMCAL

Tne new cummittee is as fullows:-

Presiuent - Pev Attw.oud
Cirairaan - Paul Sandbech
Secretary - Dave Abraiiams
Triols Secretary - Dave Rewland
Social Secretary - Dave Nurse
Newsletter BEditor - Paul Tcotall
Press Secretary - Doreen Ruwlaend
Treasurer -~ PFrank Turner
2 Mcmbers of - John Kcberts
Committee - Gordon Huftley
Trzining Scheise - Trevor Cowdrey
Scraubles/Grass Coimmittee - Tuotail, Turner and Puncen Mcvonald

(co-opted).

fraining Scheme.

Tne HWAC-4CU Training Schewe is .nce again the cause cf uany
headacnes. The only pleasures ncw to be gained is the cccasiocnal
siwcoth-running Sunday and the fact tiaat some training is better than
ncne at all and we are doing a service tu the ccmaunity.

Over tue years, Fronk, Moses, Jounn Bell, mysclf and lately Malcolm
Broewn have becoae tnorcugnly cheesea off with the losing battle of
keeping tne bikes running. The vccasicnal cumplete overnaul often
ends in thefts, or udisiilusicn when struggling with ¢ld woern out
rarts. Even wrien a bike is gcing well it needs regular servicing
and it's hard encugh to get duwn to it on yocur gwn bike withcut
getting an ulcer cover tne 20 year vld Di's.

Trevor, Ion, George ana Jis have had things well crgainised on
tne actual training for suue tiae, but its tne wmud and tne lack of
bikes etc. whicn puts off purists like Frank, roses and I who aiake
cccasicnal visits. The training port is easy, anue 1 could imegince
nothing more enjuyable given 2 cuncrete scuvolyera, & lock-up and
clossrccm and ten sniny new twe strokes which nover broake downld

Next year we hu,e to move to Cheaule Heanth sewage worhs where
the cuom.lex nas been modernised. At least there are surfaced
roads tanere anu perhaps, nuwy a really sccure shed for the bikes.,
Let's hupe we can iwgrove the lsage of the course in the club's
eyes ail catchn up on all tne ubiicity we're lousing. Hydce's course
is yraised cnu pavtograjued in oALF ¢ 4GLS in thie lecal "we orters",
enud taeir experience is far less taan ours with a lower pass rate
tc bout! '

Formula Furness.

Noveaber 2u¢nd sow me in Barrow on a cold wet night queuing up

fuor a free motorcycle film show at the Pubiic Hall. The ccasion
was tne louncnilig of a new motorcycle club ~ Formula Furness PMCC -
and over 4U0 people attended. Tony Jeffries, Tony Sharpe and

Norman Barrow were tilc guest celcbrities who were interviewed and
answered questions in between some interesting moturcycling filiss.
Things were really we ll orgeniscd witu samart cisplays of bikes and
pousters by Eduie Croohks ond an artistic scuvenir programme chock
full of auverts, articles on tine clup's oims and pen purtraits of
the guests.
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Anyway, ycur® truly wanaged to win tnird nrize in the raffle -
a tin  f biscuits - and ncver chne tu resist a bit of name~dropping,
I prewu, tly uunated it back fur their first club night with the best
wishes of the Manchester "17", well, tne MmC (Gerry Babb «f IC0M
fame) started raving about nelaicoptlers ond what nove You; there was
tremendouus gt leuse and T was slanped on the back and received all
scrts of cffers o f nospitality, invitations tco drinks etc. anu was
lucky to get cut alive! I1've nundreds of friends in Barrow now,
but tne maein thing is that it just gees to shew what widespread
rublicity Tan and Keith have yained for the "17" with the rescue
Fund!

Dureen Rowisnd will continue to look after subscriptions and
will be grateful for early payment of 1972 dues. If you won't
get te the Ruyal Oak on Tuesdays, send the loot to:-

Mrs. D. Ruwland,
9, Couniston Drive,
Handforth, Cheshire. Tel. No. 061-95-23412

"Subs are b5p - full .iembership
50p - sporting membership

Chcecgques ©nd rU's shculd be made payible to the Manchester "
Muturcycle Clutb, :

Trizis Sec. Deve Rowland can of course, olsc be found at the above
audress if ne's not cut winning sidecar trials — as must surely
becuime a regular achievement following nhis recent rapid pregress.

My audress is;:-

Mr. ¥. Tootall,

151, Cuiaupstall Roasd,
Romliley,

Cheshire. 061-427 2040

waere you can send letters, articles, fivers or rude commnents as
long as the latter two couwe togetuur!

The new club sccretary is Dave (Moses) Abrahams,
20 Alma Poau,
Levensnuliae,
Manchester M 1$3Nw. 061-224 5567,

KK K ok ok ok ok ok ok

On Tuesuay November 23rd we naud a visit from Dave Irving, etinirman
.of the U.m.i.5.17. wmotercycle club. He invite ' any "17" wmember
wewWn te chnedr Mondey mcetings (uuring terw-tiwe) at tie new UMIST

Union Building off Leondon Read, Manchester.
¥ ok kK K Kk ok ok K ok k

"HAVE BELTCCILS, «lil TiAVELM

Pete Lilley telis Mouses ne can now fit Helicoil inserts to repailr
dawegew tareaus. he will fit tuese to assecubled machines on yoeur
wwn premises at reasovnable canarges and offers 25% wiscount te B AL
me 4oers.,

Sizes avoilovle ot jresent:-
14 mum s,.ark-plug
2" B.S.F. anul", 5/16", 3/u" Whit.

The asdress is;:- Mr. ¥. Linney,
51, Sihew Read South,
Cele Green,
Stockpoert, Cheshire.,



Furtncouming Events.

First of all, apologies to everyone who turned up uvn Noveamber
23rd tov hear Ken Eyre's talk and particularly to Ken for the
presunnticus "booking". On holiday at the time, Ken has agreed
to coume anu the uate will be anncuncead shortly. T

5th Deceaber - Challenge Trial - Tideslow rake (off AbL23 n.
Tideswell).

11th December - Sucial for Nortiiern Experts' coapetitors; 8pm .
Saturday evening im the lounge of .the.Queens
Hotel, Macclesfield. ; S ohee

12t December - Nerthern Experts Trial, Fourways garage
(late Cluelow Cross) OpSinVERS please mote
raffle to be held!

14th Dece..ber - Tuesday film and slide show: 1970 John
Simister Tricl and "Dave Nurse visits
Darley Moor and tihe 1971 I.5.D.T."

20th Deceuber - John Hartle Memorial Trial and second leg of
challenge v Sheffield and Hallanmshire.

2¢th December - Ian Bradshaw's farewell party befere his
depariure to the I.0.M,

13th February - Annual Dinner Dence, Saturday 6.30pm at
‘ Stuckpurt Cu-op Hall. Tickets from Doreen
(150 ()Illy) for £1.75-

kK ok ok ok ok ok kK kK kK %

Toot's Rocket Trial - November 20th.

Tnis was ay first attempt at cresnising a rocket trial but epart
from netting 20 sucial cup points I feel I cuuld have made the
cunpetition slightly wore difficult and therefore mure interesting,

Tne weatnher was kina for Nuveamber, being wild and dry, and
twenty ur su members cauc out tfor the fun, I can't tell you much
 f tne early antics but I was te blame fur a late first rocket
(waten stopped) and a leter secund one (excitement and proXiwity
of "acunus'). The masses were desnatcined up to tae Kettleshulme
- Disley Rcad below Bowstounes with Shorman and I in the rocks at
tine tup of Eccles Fike.

after tne first late rocket, the ones who'd waited eawme straight
up to the Pixe ana began searcning the rocks. We were under a
big boulder abcut 50 yds dovn the Ciiinley side and could hear Moses,
Trev.r, kKod end Paul ~11 shouting ard cursing but we managed to
et the sccond cne off and fire the tunird before Roed, Roger, Mike,
taul enue Deve found us. Scue had cowme within 10 feet anu not
syotteu the "vad".

LIl

Moses and Trevor went a 1ittle off beaa but fcund us 15 mins.

later. Huwever, tae car crews - finberts, Rhovdes and Brassingtons
were right out of touch and came leapinyg up at 10pm tininking tuey'd
tak n oTne rosTIoOny oL tes Docr Ko it +he top of the table king

) - Lo . . “ o A N
was increuulons when we CTudlwu BLog aix a3 lTihon ald 1oasasdiaatel; Lo s

the Rnoues' rule bLuok; but to no availl

S¢ witn six less r..ckets oand four sprained ankles we left for
the Goyt Hotel in whaley for a pint and a barney. Tue hospitality
froem VM oss Hunt was superb and all '17' scwbers are always welccme
tauere.



nesuits. (Kocket Trieol).

L ULNTS .
1. Hued Yarwood 30
2. Mike Travicea 29
3. Granaw YFhipps 24
4, thett Tetherpridge 27
5. Dave Nurse 26
0. Trevcer Cowdrey : 25
7. Alan Keampster 24
e John Roberts and Geoff 18
Brassingtoun,
9. Dave Abranhams 17
10. Keith Rhodes _ 16

George played Sir Gallanad by helping Pat up the hill, and
paid the penalty by arcpping rigint c¢at of the points (20 only)
and into 18th jplace!

* K Kk kK K K K Kk

The Top Ten in the Presiuent's Scucial Cup are now as follows ;-
P P

gntront. Events. Points,
1., Keith anu Hilary Rhodes 9 211
2, Dave Abrahams 8 166
3. Alan Keupster 6 162
4, Dave and Doreen Rowland 6 152
5. Paul Tcotall and Sharman 6 145
6. Dave Nurse 5 140
7. John Reberts and Geoff 5 127
brassinyton
8. Geurge Ling and Gillian 5 120
9, Pat Ruoverts oand Pat 5 94
Eressington
1. Beryl Brown 4 6y

With six weeks to gu it's still wide openl

* %k 3k k %k Kk k Kk Kk kK k k k Xk

Chinley Stadium - Sunday 26th.

Thie must we can say about the fooutball ma ch ageinst our
frienus the Peak MCC, was that we all enjouyed curselves. We lost
4 - 0 after 24 hoar's play and tuere were no serious injuries
parring sine:r exhaustion!

We Kicked off siarp - 45 minc . Tate - with 13 players anua a
referee frou.a the "17" and 11 men iroir the Feak Club!

T::e stars on the "17" side souon beceme apparent. Ge: rge
plaved scrum ha’f and was excellent at sweeping the coppoesition
off their feet - walking over thew ond bocting the ball upfield.
Yeurs truly cid a quick fancy d.ibiole early un anuy then gave
vest to the bogry Ticeld and tne 4cwt case-ball we were using!

My only ciher notinle contrivuticn wos to send thie bell sky-
wards wien confronteu witih an cpen goall Moses pleyea for the
eneaxy in :ay sinirt and Frenk's weiliess wihile other footwear to be
seen inciuded motor-cycle anu army boots, snces anu puaps)

rlay was so.cewhat snort ¢F sniliful cwing to the number of fells
ceuseu by lack of grip. Koed, foger #nd Feul S were genuinely
guoodi in detcence, clearing most attacks whica by-yassed George,
p& » Nurse, or "Flower;c¢t tae Gnome" as he is now knowp, was
alwoys tanere witih auvice and encoenrageient.



Ian was useful as a (8) winger (?) in his faded bBurstal issue
shurts and Mike was our most prowising forward but for his wellies.
Alan retirea to ref. tue sceond nelf and Frank cawe inte the mid-
field.

Strange sighits <uring the goase included George rolling Moses
intc the wud anu three Peak players leaning on their guoal having
e smoukel It's true! Len was playing to the crowd (Chris and
Snarmor) and we nad two aystery players - cune 1n goal - who refused
to make tneaselves sxnownl

Let's be fair tncugh, Peak played well - especially Dave Asnton
- and tneir gualie even saved WO penalties! we all retired to
tne Santa Resa cafe - near Combs (who coulan't recall bocking in
the Black and wWhite Minstrels) where drinks were on the Peak Club.

It was a right goeod do and Dave Nurse is currently looking for
. a pitch anu a uate fur the return gaue.

* kK Kk ok Kk ok Kk ok K

More about the Vintage Years.

As tre club is moving to a new ssceting place it 1s perhaps the
right tiae to talk about sciie of the clubrooms we had in the early
aays. Tuey were oll in the Cnurlton-cum-Hardy area, and as it
was agrecd tnat the vnly place wherc alcobhoul and moter cycling
snoulu wix was in tne fuel tank, we never considered aeeting in-a

;ubl The very first meeting of the club was in Lane's Cafe above
a shoup oppousite Cuurlton Bus Staticn. we continued to macet in the

cafe fur a few wmunths, the arrangewment heing thet every weisber
attenuing a mceting must buy suvuething, but as & 3d cuffee was as
much as wmost weabers could affurd we were not over pepular with the
cafe pruprictirs, and we were soon asked to find ctoer accoemaodation.
The laus ilasedliately went cut and within half an hour had found a

new ciubroum only about 100 yerds froa the cafe, we had tuis place
t. curselves. It was a long nariow rovs over a lock-up gerage Lig
envugh to nold two cors snd a bit. The entrance to the c.ubroom
was up a vertical laduer fastened against the wali just inside a
wide ucwr to the garage. Ncne «f tne lads cbjected to this wetho.

of entronce, but sowse cf tine girl-friends took rather a dim view
Lf it, tr.users fur woaen were not in fashion at tne tiwe.

We built a plyw.od screen round tne ladder and iaade the roum
upstairs presentavie by cuvering in tae exposed rcof.beaus with
flattened vut cardbuard buxes and wapering over. The result of
our lasocurs was thnat we had quite an attractive clubrocm - not as
Lig as we would have liked but it was cur own place. We biught
a table tennis kit, and in - off shots cuming fro.a the ceiling
where it slouped down tu weet tne walls at shoulder height were
counteu as quite legal.

Pre-war, we always na.d twe club nignts per week, One on a
week-ni nt znud the sthier on @ Sunday. I think the Sunuay wmeeting
cid a let te pepuiarise the weekly swvcial runsjg after the ruas
finpisned - stra.ognt back to tire clubrocos. The wembers who had been
out weuld recount tie auventurces of the day to trniose who had missed
thefun, anu tnere were aiways scume tales to tell.

1 think tae next clubroui whicin we nad was tine one cver the

stables. C.-elmen still delivered tneir ccal by horse anu cart,
onu the entrance to tiiis rowa was acruss tae cual yerd and a vrojper
staircase but cutside tie buiiding. It was & fine big roon well

1it, anu Neentral neestea" by the Lorses below.
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At tiuwes it was reaily cverj;ouwering, su we were scon on the move
F-ain. We found an enmpty rocvia at tiue rear ¢l a uance hall in High
ane; Caorlton-cuu-~-Haray. The dence hall itself was the upstairs

ficer ¢f a large nouse. All tiie daviding walls had teen knocked
cut te wake one big ruoua, wnilst duwnstairs tiae separate roeums were
used as cafe's, offices, etc. Tire snag witn this plece was tnat we
a,pr.acneqs vur room at tine rear of tne nouse acruss a dark unkempt
garden, and there were no touilet facilities available, Our.last
move befure tne war was to tae Wouwen and Junicr Cunservatives
Clubrvouw in Manchestier rouau, Cavrlton-cuasi-Haray. Tiiis was on

excellent place with entrence hall, cloakrowum, kKitchen anu proper
tuilet 2s well as the main room whicn was big enough to take thne
teacle tennis acrrss cne c¢nd whilst leaving roum for wmeasbers te sit
rcecund the fire plece at the other, We played a lot of teble tennis,
anu witen we hae a matcn on witan sowe other club, the table took pride

of place uown tiae widdle of the rouvin. We could beat teawus from
othher wotor clubs, but we always lost, tu even the third teews, from
tepvie tennis clubs! The snayg about this clubrcom was thet the
builaing stood between two lar.e nouses, anGg tue entrance was tarough
‘tize sorwuen of one of theaa. Thic neignbours Jdid net love us and we

cculu nout park vehicles either in tihe road cutsice or in the garden,
sCeWever, we came to. an arrangement witih the provrietor of the Lloyd's
Hotel, wanich wes only about 100 yardas away, to use his back car ;ark.
It was not until ocur meusbership was drasticnlly rewuced as members

were called un four service eerly in the war thnat we startea to pay
anytouing for attenciug cluo nights., We poid bd each nignt, ana tnis
included a cup of tea, (waue by vur lady mewbers) eni a biscuit.

Tiiis fee was not unly jaid for the rent of tie ciubrooemsm, but enabled

us to build wn a sufficient reserve fund so that at the end of the

war we were in a j.usitiovn tou buy the equipment neeaced to run scroeables.
However, thne wacney we had was very nearly used for an entirely different
rurpuse. We all but went into tne dance nall business!

Tne uance hall in guestion was the sa.ae cne in High l.ane C-c-H
whaere we nad previcusly usceu tise roum at the rear, The army heu
been in residence, onug the (lace was in a aess, it ncceued to be
scrubbec wut, preiunted, aeccuratcecu, ana furnisheid, reotcues oif the
dence Tloor needed relaying wiere pvullet holes through the ceiling
and roof had let tne weatiier in. Tt woulu have meant a lot of
hary work, and expense (wore cas: taan we nad in tne boni). 3ut the
Swadil Long of wmewmbers stili around were prepared to tackle tine work,

and lena toe ciub tine money tou finance tue venture. Tiie idea was
taat we would run & wance cach Satuarday nignt wnd use tne place as a
clubrcua for tace rest of the weei. Tiie schewie fell tuarcugzh aue to
n. fault ow ovur peort. We nad bech negotiating witu the owners

of tae ,rererty an. we reached an agrecusent, but when the cwner went
reund te see tne agent in wno's nands sae dad pliced the letting,
sne found tiiat e had signed an agreeaent to let to scuniecne else

cn the vay bweforcoi At tiie end of the war the Conservaoatives Jdeciued
tionat thei. junlors needea an extra night per weck in the clubroon,
Su vncy agaln we were ancuse nunting.

warrick woeod made enguiries at tne youth club centre in wellington
foead, Stucaperi, ana we were alluwea to 1cet on cne evening eac

week in the upstairs rocus.

Ever since tioen, club wicetings have been held in the Stockport

Qrea.

TOM DUGDALE,

Interpol Caliing.

A few uays age I nad tie . leasure f testing one ¢f the new 750cc
Nerten Couinsannus Interpol police uaciiines. I had the machine for
two Jdays but untfortunately botn days were wet and very winuy and

therc ure justice cculd not be ucne to thie performance,
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Tue iritial eppearance is une whicin shows power coming frow every
line, with upswept silencers blenuing in with the Avon fairing anda
Cerriani tyype front forks. A cleser insypection shows a noor paint
finish anu the proud nawe of Nortun displayed by a cheap transfer
which curls up at tine sight of petrol,

The equipment on the Norten is iupressive, with the blue flasning
lignt muunted in tae fairing screen ana¢ twin tone horns mounted under
tue tank at tie front ¢f tune engine. A radic is fitted cn the tank
with the aerial wounted un the butty vox, wihich believe it ur not
Wwes nut centain butties but a first aid kit, tape ameasure, tool kit
any last but not least sumicns reports., Witn all the extra electrical
cquisment tie bike is blesseu with two 12 voult batteries. The switcnes

tu contr.l tine electrics are mountcud on a conscle tugether with the

S eecdumeter ana warning lights for ignition, oil pressure and main
Leaud. A heasdlawp flasher, Jdipswitch, engine cutout and norn switches
are acunted un tite hanulebars.

Now tu tne interesting part, the sactual riding. Sitting on the
wacuoine gives ycu the iwmpressicn that ycu are perched on tihe bike
instead of beiny sat on it. The seat is well padded and very firm,
In: cuuparison with the Triuwmph Saint, the handlebars are 2" higher,
aretne foctrests and tune scat is 14" nearer to the beadstock. This
gives a more craapeq riding position, The ignition switch is
pesiticned under the seat ana is of the four positicn type, with the
key turne . over tou the rignt the parking lights are operated and thne
key can be removed, the next positicn is, off, then igniticn and the
last positicen is ignition ano lijhts,

Starting the bike needeu a firw swing on the kickstart after
fleouing tne twin carbs. The kickstart foulea tane silencer o¢n the
duwnward swing (apjrarently this being a comucn fault - the kickstaert
tenuing to bend). Futting the wmachine intc first gear jroduced
¢cnly a slignt click even wituout freeing the clutch. Setting off was
en ert that had tu be wmastered, the clutch was either in or out and,
cum, ared witu otner wachines, very gour, Too few revs and tne engine
stalled, tuu wany revs anu you'd be ,laying at Gecrge Browns. after
tiie clutch had been wastered you c.uld rely on a smocth take-off
every tioe.

Out on tine open road tne wvike cumes into its own, with encugh power

tu wake cven a straignt read interesting. The top speed attained =~n
the test was G5uph but wentier cunditions governed this ratner than
the bike., The ride was swovotn turcughout the rev range and only
sligat viktrations could be felt tarough the footrests in the lower
nalf ¢f the rev range. This is due wiiolly to the isolastic

mounting of the engine, for when I put ay foot on the engine, vibration
was ,resenty,witii & really vad patcin between 5u =nd bSmph,

vut
Tae hanudling was very geod wnilst on a smooth road,/on benus with
sligint undulations it bounced about, This wes unrowuably due to a

very stifi fruunt fork acticn,

Witn all this power availablesand geod hanaling, one would expect
decent brakes wut unfoertunately tnis was tiiz worst pert of tne

miochine, The front brake needed tremcndous jressure at tue lever
anG tnen notniing nepiened fur a second and waen it uid it was
netiing tou instill confidence in the rider. The rear btrake was
1. ntly better but taois was sovon ¢ffected by water. At ovne j.oint
auring tne test I was confronteu by an artic' tuat nad just decided
te overtaxe. I neu to avLply ti:e Groakes really nerd ang start
praying. On any otner bike tne wncecels would have locked ana thrown

we ¢ff; not this onejit sloweu wouwn very slightly #nd luckily ay
Frayers were onswerced - tne artic' returned to it's own side o the
read. In town tae awachine becomes woere of a handful. At 30mph,
4tn geur can be forgoetter as tite engine is not very trictable -
reguiring constant use of tiie gearbox.
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Filtering in heavy traoific was esnecially awkwerd due to the
action ef tince cluten winich uid not lend itself to siijpping.

Taring all things into account tae bike is gvod on the open
read, with good ruvaunoluing and a geurbex whicn seems to revel
in clutcanless caanges, toe wain points which reguire attention
fre tae brokes snag the rising nesition.

One jovint tuet should be uentioned is the Avun fairing. It
gives little or noe pretection due to the riaging gosition and
tiue inclined engine wnich reguires the engine jrneis of tine
fairing tu be cut off, allowing water turown up from the rcad
to pe directea untoe tiie rivers feet.

LAN BRADSiw AL o

~well feik®  tuats 0ll for now -~ We wisu everywune in the club a
' HMeryy Curistues and ¢ Hoppy New Vear!

¥ .8, THIS MUNTH'S CRYITIC CLUE .....cc0itvieeennnenensen

A brilliant but somewhat erratic twenty-~two year cld
from Stockport! *?

NEXT MUNTH'S FEATURE ---- A CROSSWOKD FUZLLE.
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