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Ti&MAMCHi:.'STER "17" iiOTOBCYCLE CLUB iM'A'SLZT'1'ER

Another late issue for tbe same reason as always —lack of
material from club membexs. In this issue thexe are two repoxts
of the ilational Rally, one from Jerry Hallows ard. one from George

Qanpr=tulotions to Jerry for winninp the Cheshire Centre
to George for winning the Norton iilMlufacturers award..

You probably xead the article in iViotor Cycle on Charles
Mortimer's Racing School a, few weeks back, and. novv a. big scoop
in this issue an article by one of the R"cing School's pupils,
our ovtn r Bul Sandbach ~

On the subject of hiotor Cycle, wha,t do you think of the new
gaper'? Altl.ou,,h I think it is very good, I still prefer the old.
magazine. Ah well, there's always 'i'lotor Cycle Sport'o look
forw rd to.

ilext Tuesday, 2/th Au,';ust, there will be an auction at tbe
club room starting at 8.30 prompt. The id.ea is for members to
bxing along Ai4YTIiIllG they want to sell and this vvill be auctioned.
by that exgerienced auctioneer and bog erector —Glynn Wallwork.
A small charge will be m"de for club funds, probably as a. small
percentage of the selling price. So come along everybody, you
never know what you might pick up.

ROCKET TRIAL

A provisional date for the Rocket Trial h s been set for
Saturd. y, 21st October. Just to xefresb your memories, this
ever.t is intended for road bikes and. not bog wheels, so there'
rlo excuse for not ridinge

Tbe competitors will be taken to a. cert"-in spot fter dark
on: Saturd."y eveIling, and. told to look in one direction. At a

certain time " rocket vrill be set off from. a, secret spot and

rockets set off at regular intervals from ti".e same spot, there-
after. The competitor wbo finds this spot first is the winner.
it will not be neceasary to leave tbe surfaced roads and I am

certain everyone will enjoy it.

S C R A it.' L E

As you all know by xlow, the club has found a new scramble

course. The fixst scramble will be on Sunday, lgtb Se~-tember.

I am sure all our members will help on the two working paxties
before tbe scramble and. also volunteer as liarsb=ls etc. on. tbe
day of'he scramble.

-UATI014AL RALLY

Iast year's account of our iiational Rally entry went to

press rather late, and so by contrast this year's exgeriences

are a lit tie more timely.

Alan Brown and myself, riding the same machines as last
year started off from Cheltenham Sga a..t 10.00 -.m. on the

Saturd-y morning, having driven down tbe previous evening and.

spent the night at a '3 8c D'stablishment just outside the town.

Also starting with us, but riding independently of us was that
dynamic duo Frank Turner with Eri .n Kennedy in the chaix, Len



Morton riding behind. them to pick up the bits.
Ule made an appalling start by losing the way out of town and

txavellin" 5 mil s ou.t of our way when vve missed a turn. off to
Malvern and w-nt round by way of UIIorcester, to which we had. to
xeturn fox oux third. checkpoint. Frank Turner % Co. passed. us
going in the opposite direction, and. it was several moxe check-
points before vI were able to leave them behind. At Aylesbury
we briefly encountered. Dave Iawson and John Bell travelling a
diff'exent -oute co ourselves.

The txeacherous night drive between Boston and. Horncastle
was much sinplified by hitching a high spec'd 'tow'rom a bloke
in a cax who obviously knevr the road. It was also during the night
that ploddin;- along at a steady 70 m.p.h. a little Zond. mini-car
shot by like t'-.e clappers doing an estimated 90 m.p.h. (Oops
sorry Larb,". a 70 m.p.',.) U~e were amongst the first to arrive at
the special test point at Buxton at 5.50 a.m. and were third. and
fourth to take the test. Alan. went the wrong way entirely and,:I
thought tha"... would. have been disqualified. when spotted turning
up a;vron,. road. However, this could not have been. the case asI vvas much s.~prised to learn that I had. won the Cheshire Centre
A';are. Tl..'s was vexy undiserved because suffering from the effects
of many late nights, I consistently missed. signposts and directions
and freque itly required. Mr. Brown to point me in the right direc-
.'1.0n;

'J'. = 7"-11',. as not so enjoyable this year as the route was
muc'. th;.. s:,me ",:;s last and imagination. was lacking in the choice
and pic.c . o: th special tes t o

Con. ''.. -:.tions to George Long on winning the Norton
iiianufacturors Avr.rd, also to Txevox Cowdxey on finishing despite
serious g -."'.m''„ transmission trouble.

Troubles o~~ 'o~. ".,e

Self —Leaking cylinder head. joint, 'badly stretched rear
chain, oc"a':onal fuel starvation.

Al .n Brov,n Badly smoking exhaust, loose axhaust nut, loss
of 6 pints of oil, loss of r»eutral indicator equipment, rocker
box oi1 le~k., Loose fyiring stay 5ro~en tac~o cycle ,dyfgnctpiloc b ~ I.b.::-n.d ge:.'~od on one byline.er, ancI. stz.ss kine.sPea
for a sp e cuba avvarci ~

JZBBY HALLO%US

~ ~ 0 0~ ~ 4 0 ~ 0~ ~

NAT10NAL BALLY

I arx .ved at thc starting control at 9.45 a.m. havin, stayed.
Frida —ni,=."j.'. at a hotel in the vicinity. Trev Cowdrey had. already
arri:ed h".vin„ sct off from Manchester at 6.50 a.m. covering the
100 m~lc= '. to:" " tial rain, strong winds, and flying roof rocks
(007 tvg ).

D-.'scu'-..'ons w re taking place amongst competitors as to what
th maxim;.m nu=oex of contxols that could be attained.weve, and I
think it was agxeed that $ 6 vvas the figure.

,'s ten o'lock approached. riders Qegan to assemble their
machines in a "Le Mans" start control cards were distributed., and
duly stamped. T n o'lock strikes, the noise rises (Rialvern will
never be the same again".) and we'e away. Firs-t stretch, and. we
are gassed.'by a couple of machines doing near a 'ton'I can'

x=c»ember seeing these machines at the finish —there must be a
moral somewhere) ~



Through Worcester and. both Birmingham controls, tea being
provided. free at Small Heath and. we have only been on the road
for an hour! Coventry with 70 miles done, Trev C. setting the
trend. of what was to follow —a pint of oil in the sump at nearly
every stop —this, it seems, serves many purposes. It enables
left handexs to be taken quickly and using less x'oad; also (please
note Mxs. Castle) prevents following riders from taking the same
li.ne; (touch of the James Bonds!), oils riding boots and. trousers,
and enables them to x'emain. waterproof; a deterxent to would-be
hitch-hikexs; extreme1y lubricates the engine (vexy attxactive to
flys); and. of course it makes the;ride mo e interesting!

Missed liugby control first time, found we were on the Ml
heading for London, turned off at tbe first road, 30 miles from
entering motorway, and headed back. On the way we saw Frank
Turner, Brian Kennedy and Len Morton heading in tbe op,>osite
direction —funny looks from both parties.

Eanbury, Oxford., Abingdon, Slough (solo removed the direc-
tion signs) and. approaching Watford, Ominus rumblings from tbe
Triumph, followed by a loud. bang —a large nut was seen to take
orbit! Inspection of the primary chain case revealed. a large
hole, deqided to make f'r V«'atford control 4 miles sway. Two
miles covered and. second bang, this time the casing showed chain
ha~ing detached itself. We towed the machine to tbe control.

Hasty modifications carried out, and a dose of oil into the
open clutch having given, us a fortaste of what was to happen at
each cheek. This was alright, whilst it only delayed. us for a
couple of minutes. Trev C. persisted,, when mo~ off frere check
points, in allowing me to set off fix'st, then overtaking, moving
acxoss the front, unti.l I was in a direct line astexn of bis
primary chain case, then disengagi.ng the clutch to change up-
result, the Norton and myself had a truly oiled. look!

Darkness drew as we made our way to Stowmarket with 310 miles
completed and 10 minutes behind schedule. Four check points
further, and we met Frank ~ Co. again. The hour was 2 o'lock,
a time when the human body was to be at its lowest ebb, with the
result that we were all feeling the cold.

At our 28th control(Lincoln) directions were given to the
next point (Gainsborough). Vile found. the road eras closed. due to
repair works being carried. out to the level crossing (trust
British lkailways), tbe resultant detour acLding 10 miles to our
journey.

We missed. the route in Sheffield, which I believe is nothing
unusual. When asking a policeman where the Midland Station was,
he asked which station - lire, Police, Ambulance, lkailwyy, Bus,
etc., (don't you feel like ——sometimes!)

On reaching Buxton control, we started the special test (a
course of 8 miles had. to be covered at an average speed of 26mph)
A little local knowlecLge was useful, Frank Turner and. Trev C.
lost their way! Frank blames his passenger and. navigator (Brian)
I think the chair was too big for bim, restricting hi.s view!

On axrival at the final control, Txentbam Gaxdens, Stoke,
we found. that Txev C., Jerry Hallows, Alan I3rown, Len Moxton and.

Fxank Turner (plus passenger, although attempts were made to get
ri.d. of him!) and. myself had completed the 600 miles passing
through 36 controls. John Bell and. Dave Lawson —31 controls
(should. have been 32 but some far thinking gentleman had. decided.
to close Cheltenham early —perhaps they bad found. out that Dave
broke down bere on a previous rally!)

Those members who completed 36 controls gained. maximum marks
and as a result a special plaque. Jarry Hallows obtained the



Cheshire Centre Award —56 seconds from the allotted time. I
won the Norton award which seems to propre that my speedo is the
most accurate.

Xo summi.se, this is a most enjoyable event, enabling the
member who obtains his pleasure from road. riding to prove him-
self. Became we only had. 9 members competing, does this prove
that the rest of gou find. your machine or yourselves would not
make it. For myself, this event made a big impression, it will
take me a couple of weeks before I can sit down. again!

Dj:GBY
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kLOTOR CYCLE RACING SCHOOL (Charles Mortimer's)

If you don't like dirtying a trials bike or a scrambler, and.
getting yourself filthy too, about the only thing left for you is
Road. Racing. Well, I don't like getting dirty, so I naturally
drifted into Road. Racing, and. after a season's Marshallying at
Oulton Park, I was sold..

So off' wrote to the Charles Mortimer Racing School for
details, bought a pair of racing boots, and. ACU approved. Racing
helmet, and I was all set to go. (Mr. Mortimer lends the leathers
and. I almost forgot, that very necessary piece of gear —a hike()

Just when. I had almost forgotten about it, back came a letter
out of the blue —"Report to Oulton. Park, 8.15 a.m. on Saturday
29th. We set off for Oulton with me feeling a little apprehen-
sive and in what seems no time at all, we are therer

Mr. Mortimer and his men are already. arrivinp. Tmro vans and
.a,.trailer. His son Charles Junior is an instructor, and. also
helps the mechanic with the bikes. Ten Greeves "Silveratone" of
earlier vintage are unloaded in the pit area. While we give our
details to the boss, and part with our money. The Greeves are
being warmed up on the straight past .he pits. Then at last, we
are all gathered together, about 20 beginners, in teens and. early
twenties, and given a lecture by the 'boss. The main details are
"Don.'t try too hard to begin with; try to .follow the instructors
line; keep the revs above 6000, pass the man in. front if he is
slowing you right down, don't go round the outside of anyone at
a bend, because if he slides off, he will take you with 'him;
don't whip the throttle open suddenly, or you will drown. the
engine, open it carefully, don't exceed 8000 revs today" and so

on.

Then we go off to the Trailers, put on our borrowed leathers,
helmets, glories and poppies. The bikes are a11 ready for us,
engines running. That's mine —number 45, climb aboard. Don'

let it fall below 4000 he said. or it will oil the plug, and
mustn't forget the gear change —up first, down for second, third.
and fourth, the opposite to every bike I'e ever ridden! The
noise and vibration is .terrible, bikes revving on all sides, then.

a wave from the 1'lortimer, and we'e away.

I get away without fluffing it, thank goodness, and. into
second gear, and. then, crikey —here's Old. Hall Corner! Take it
easy thi,s time, up into third, down the Avenue, "et into top,
for a few seconds, then down. into third again for the lops
section, just miss th::.t awful prid. and stay in third up the
hill, just get top again for a few yards, then down into third
again for Druids, then. up into top again. Along the straipht
to Iodge, brake like mad and down into second, stomach and
heart come into mouth down Deer leap, then, thai"d, top again,
and. we'e passing the pits again.



Well, that's one lap ove safely, and 19 more to go, and
they do, in no time at all, just vrhen I am beginning to enjoy
myself. We are flagged. in, all too soon, to get back into our
own clothes, and receive another lecture from the boss, and. hear
how vre did..

Well, since then. I have had another session at Oulton, and
got down to lm 28 sec. so I have now bought my ovrn leathers and.
ordered a "Silverstone". The cost of the school is high

if'ou'eonly going for a day out on the track, but if you are
seriously interested. in Road Racing„ I think it is wqrtb it.

In 40 laps —tvro sessions that is, I think you can decide
vrhether to carry on with the game or take up something else.
Each session costs you f8:10:0 for 20 laps plus 25/-d to hire
racing leathers. A f3 enrolment fee Xa charged when you first
join tbe school.

When you have got your machine, however, you can go to
a scbool session and. do as many laps as you like for only f3
and get tbe same advice and assistance, which is very good.
Incidentally, this is also an excellent vray to run in a new
racer and. get yourself accustomed to it. So come on you mud

pluggers, try a drop of the hard stuff!
PAUL

Tbe club runs on a Sunday have improved as there is one
nearly every week now, but there is only one thing, the same
three or four people turn up each week. I don't mind, as you
get used to riding vrith the same people ":.nd get to know theM
riding habits and. breaking limits. Still we vrould. like to see
some new faces and machines.

We have been some good. runs this year. February we went
to the Dragon Rally and the same month we returned to Wales
for a trip to the ".Skes. March vre went to Mallory Park, not a
good. day at all for myself and Jim Hallows as we l..ad some things
pinched. from our bikes. We have also been to Cadwell Park and.

returned to Wales —Harlech. Tbe other week we went to a prass
track meeting near Wigan to watch Glynn take part in bis first
race. He did. very well too and came home with a 2nd Class Award
and vron first place in another f'inal.

If anyone has any good. ideas as to where vre can go for a
club run, please step forward. and let tbe Social Secretary know
(Christine) We can then get things goin again.

Also for those people vrho oon't knovr —the film shows are
always on the first Tuesda of ever month.

The Training Scheme starts on the 10th September(unfor-
tunately for the Scramble,'ut it cannot be altered) ";Qacently
Trevor CowcLrey has been to teach youngsters to ™idebikes, at
a school, .and so his Tuesday''s have been tal.en up for a good
cause.

DOi<'T FORGET TO TRY TO WRITE SOMETHING FOR

THE iNEXT 1~E~VSIETTER. THE MORE WE GET THE <UICKKR
THE 5EXT EDITION WILL hE OUT.


