Manchester 17 MCC Ltd - Hipwell Road Trial for the John Hartle Trophy – 21/09/08

Report: Bert Fletcher
 

Eighty six riders attended the Man 17 Hipwell Road Trial for the John Hartle Trophy, deep in the heart of the Peak District National Park at Peak Forest. These were split into thirteen experts and an impressive seventy three clubmen all expecting a cracking days riding, some coming from as far away as Carlisle and Basingstoke, and they were not to be disappointed.

Confronted with twenty one sections to be ridden twice and with the weather being a glorious sunny day, they kicked off just down the road from the start where precise throttle control and speed were needed to master the slippery outcrops of limestone rocks. In the following group the riders found themselves riding in a stream along side the main A6, this is where the top experts started to shed marks, most of the better clubmen were still clean up to this point still trying to keep good concentration with the long sections.

The biggest group Bettfield was where all the action was with long winding sections up two natural gritstone stream beds with a few impressive water falls thrown in for good measure. Section eleven proved long and testing for some of the clubmen as Rich Shaw and Neil Marsh went tumbling down the bank only inches from the end cards.  The notorious step in the fourteenth section was to prove a challenge to all but a couple of experts, the eventual winner Dan Thorpe and the ever improving birthday boy Craig Robinson were the only people to emerge out of the end cards with Craig setting two impressive cleans.

For the clubmen, the challenge was to come in the form of a triple stepped water fall at the eighteenth section manned by the ever present Rupert and Hilda Ellison. The two locals Scott Dommet and Andy Hipwell battling it out at the tail end of the entry went head to head on this section with Andy's being only the second clean recorded, the other coming from Dronfield's Sam Clarke. With the eventual clubman winner being Scott, keeping his nerve on another borrowed bike and taking the over 40 award as well, everyone went home with a smile on their face having had a terrific days sport.
 

Hard Route
Dan Thorpe    -    7
Craig Robinson    -    8
Richard Timperley    -    29
Mark Reynolds    -    33
 

 

Easier Route
Scott Dommett    -    4
Andy Hipwell    -    6
Sam Clarke    -    9
Gary Bingley    -    9
John Hulme    -    14
