Manchester 17 – Dead Easy Trial 30/07/06 - Report 

Whilst Fuji, Raga, Lampkin and the rest of the World Round Entourage were locked in battle in deepest Shropshire, the grass roots of the sport were enjoying a steady day’s trialling at Manchester 17’s latest Dead Easy Trial.

Set at the popular Haslin venue on the outskirts of Buxton, the 58 riders were to ride a dry trial consisting of 4 laps of 10 sections set around the large limestone and grass venue.

As promised the trial was set out to be on the easy side and the entry was split almost evenly between the very easy route and the harder route with 28 and 30 riders respectively.

The easy route was set out with absolute beginners and young riders in mind, with straight forward, single obstacle sections. Whilst 11 riders managed to clean all ten sections, judging by the smiles and the increased confidence the riders got from notching up some cleans, it was enjoyed by all.  
As usual the easy route attracted riders from 6 years old upwards, and all types/ages of bikes. We even had a guest appearance by Dick Turpin, mounted not on his trusty Black Bess, but a Yamaha stead!  For once the infamous Highwayman may have felt that he’d been robbed, getting docked a solitary dab on section 4! 

It was section four, set in one of the deep “bomb holes” that are strewn across the venue that caught the most dabs.  A tight tricky left turn before a drop into the bottom, that could either catch the left foot peg or cause the front wheel to go high and out of the section markers.  
On the harder route the sections were again on the “steady” side, but generally with tighter turns and with steeper climbs/descents.  Whilst each section was there to be cleaned, it took lots of concentration to do so, as a slight lapse could soon cause a slack dab, or even an odd five when a marker was missed.  

Four out of the thirty riders held their nerve for the clean ride, but you could feel the concentration levels increase as they reached their final lap, knowing they could “go clean”!  
Section eight was the main dab-grabber, whilst set on the flatter part of the venue, it was a tricky, twisty route through a jumble of exposed limestone; a steady approach was required as the stone and grass could soon become slippery if the rider was a bit too throttle-happy.

All of our “Dead Easy” trials are run an a “no award” basis but we wish to congratulate all riders who went clean, hope everybody enjoyed the event and also wish to welcome the new members to the club and hope to see you at our next event.

Report: Karl Green

