Manchester 17 – Dead Easy Trial 2nd May 2005 – Report

“A Family Affair”

Another bumper entry rewarded the “Man17” trials club on Bank Holiday Monday, when 79 riders descended upon the outskirts of Buxton for the second “Dead Easy” trial of the year.

As usual there was a wide spectrum of ages on display, both of the riders, and the bikes, and plenty of friendly competition with children riding with, or possibly against, their Dads, and in some cases, their Mum’s!
With a mixture of bright sunshine and torrential downpours in the days preceding the trial, the section plotting team had to work hard to find suitable sections on the limestone rock and grassy bankings. In all ten, dual-route, sections were set, with each section to be attempted four times.
On the easy route 39 rides, including many new trials converts, set off in the mid-morning sunshine with Ken Roberts’ weather warning ringing in their ears, thunder storms he threatened and thunder storms we got, thankfully though, after most of the riders had finished and departed, leaving only the tidying-up team to get soaked!!
On the easier of the two routes Sections 1 and 10 seemed to cause the most problems.  Section one was simple enough on paper (aren’t they all), a slight climb across a cambered banking followed by a turn and drop down to the right for the end cards.  However, the grass soon cut up revealing shiny mud, and unless the rider managed to keep dead on the ledge that developed through the section, dabs were dropped.
Section 10 sent the riders through a slalom of rocks and watery mud, again subtle control was required when negotiating the path through the larger of the rocks, where an over eager blip of the throttle  could send the front wheel into, rather round the rocks.  It was also commented that several fives were caused by the club sniper armed with his deadly digital camera! 
Ultimately, it was left to the older guys, once again, to lead the way and three riders managed to stay feet up, these being John Cantrell, Tony Stones and Barry Craig.
On the harder route it was another member of the Craig family who, as an expert, should, and eventually did, take the premier, Terry Craig dropped just 3 marks, a one on section one and a double on section four.  These marks lost indicated which sections were the trickiest on this route.  
As with the easy route, section one caused plenty of problems, particularly on laps 2 and 3 after the top had had been taken off the grass. The mid-part of the section, a left turn climb up the muddy banking and a right turn across the camber had many rear wheels simply spinning on the spot.  Strangely the section seemed to ease off for the final lap, perhaps due to the sunshine and breeze drying it up, and a more definite line developing through the section.
On this section several riders (they know who they are!) managed to fight their way up the muddy climb, hold their nerve and keep their balance across the cambered banking, only to drop down celebrating and miss the end cards for a five, “doh”!!
Again it was the over-40 riders who dominated the top five places, with Bemrose guru Kevin Stannard on 5 points lost and Ray Cave just behind him on six.  The ever improving Youth B rider Oliver Booth managed to split the old guys up a bit, with an excellent six dabs, five on which were lost on his first attempt on section one.
Report Karl Green
Class Winners - 

Hard Route



Premier

Terry Craig



3
O/40

Kevin Stannard



5

Youth B

Oliver Booth



6

Twinshock
John Wilson



15

Novice

William Tyler



16

Youth A

Tom Hartley



19




Easy Route




Premiers

John Cantrell/Tony Stones/Barry Craig
Clean




Youth B

Peter Read



2




Beginner
Corey Dubik



5




Youth A

Aaron Warwood



6




Youth C

Daniel Knight



7




Twinshock
Steve Childs



13



