The Manchester 17 MCC 
Cheshire and North Wales Championship Trial 
Hipwell Masters Trial for The John Hartle Trophy 
Sunday 24th September 2006 
Peak Forest Derbyshire

Sundays Hipwell trail around Peak Forest in Derbyshire was a real cracker. Clerk of the Course Harvey Lloyd had again given Kev and Andy Hipwell free rein to plot proper rock on rock sections. They came up with a 20 section 2-lap course of cross-country and minor back lane tarmac to access the 4 groups of mostly rock filled tree lined streams and waterfalls. With plenty of water in the rivers and Peak District slopes there were steps, waterfalls and big drop off's. The addition of a steep limestone grassy hillside as a graded climb and some greasy banks to helped add a little spice to the main diet or rock on rock. 

The course had something for everyone with some real tough testers for the Experts and enough to please for those preferring the easier clubmen’s route. Most sections were long, very long, straight up the river affairs with technical diversions for the Experts where appropriate. 

Dan Thorpe was in his element and a league of his own to come up with a huge win on just 4 with young pretender Craig Robinson a distant second on 22.just one ahead of a very switched on Darren Wasley. 

Harrat Grange 2 sections just 100 meters from the start got things started with only young Robinson making an obvious error on section 2 on his second lap.   
A couple of miles down the road alongside the main A6 at Barmour Clough there were three river sections with two steep and difficult climbs for the Experts. The first, section 3 gave Thorpe chance to stamp his authority on this recording the only double clean. Number 5, the steep exit from the river up the wooded gorge side was similar but steeper and longer causing only Waz much trouble of the hard route leaders. 

The rivers at Betfield held no less than 13 sections for the 15 expert and 53 clubmen entry. The first, a classic waterfall slippery at first with 2 technical bank side tree loops and drop offs for the experts then under a low fallen tree. It was 5's and 3's for all the Experts with the notable exception of Dan and Waz both recording double cleans. 

The next 2 were a bit of a preparation for the big step of number 11 for the experts. This one a good 8 footer with a difficult lead up caused all sort of problems for everyone including the catchers. Only Thorpe and Wassley double cleaned with Craig taking a dab first time up. 


Dan's only real mistake of the day was to come to a full stop a couple of times in front of Scott Ellis on the tight narrowing gully and bolder exit of section 17 first time round. 

Of the Cheshire Championship runners' current centre champion, Mike Roberts took maximum points for his 5th placed score of 49 closely followed by Mark Reynolds on 53 and young Josh woods on 54. 

John Hulme took the easier course win on furthest clean from Hipwell regular Mike Edwards on 3 apiece. Both conspiring to drop just a dab and a 2 each. Paddy Edwards was next on 6 with former winner Dave Thorpe still in touch on 8. 

Mathew Smith was best Novice by a long way on just 17 with best Inter Lee Hutchinson 20 and Adrian Mellor on 22. 

Of the regular Cheshire Championship runners it was Colin Sagar who ended the day best on 15 and a further 17 points to his championship bag. Adrian Bellis took best Inter on a distant 38 from Brad Jones on 39. Rob Harris was best of the Cheshire Novices on 63 from David Matthews on 91 and Joe Hughes on 104. 


Results: 
Hard Route: 

	DAN THORPE 
	GAS 
	4

	CRAIG ROBINSON 
	GAS 
	22

	DARREN WASLEY 
	GAS 
	23

	RICHARD TIMPERLEY 
	GAS 
	28

	MIKE ROBERTS 
	GAS 
	49

	MARK REYNOLDS 
	GAS 
	53

	JOSHUA WOODS 
	SHER 
	54

	ROBERT BUNTING 
	GAS 
	55



Easier Route: 

	JOHN HULME 
	GAS 
	3

	MIKE EDWARDS 
	GAS 
	3

	PADDY EDWARDS 
	GAS 
	6

	DAVE THORPE 
	GAS 
	8

	COLIN SAGAR 
	GAS 
	15

	MATTHEW SMITH 
	GAS 
	17

	LEE HUTCHISON 
	GAS 
	20

	ADRIAN MELLOR 
	GAS 
	22


Report by Ken Roberts 


