Manchester 17 - Club Championship Round 2 - 11th June 2006 – Report
For once, perfect weather and ground conditions greeted the course plotting team when they set out the ten, three route, sections on the Saturday morning prior to the trial.
With the forecast for Sunday being another hot and dry day the team decided to make the most of the unusually dry conditions and plotted ten testing, but as the results went on to prove, rideable sections, with the hard route being particularly technical in nature.
On the day 67 riders managed to drag themselves away from the days World Cup coverage, and possibly shrug off the post England match hangover, and arrived at Wrights Farm on the outskirts of Buxton.
Of the twelve riders on the hard route, Neil Eaton blitzed the competition with a perfect clean ride, no mean feat on the tight and twisty sections, he was followed by John Hulme on 13 and Mike Critchlow Jnr on 20.
As expected it was sections four and five that were the deciders, both sections demanding 100% effort and plenty skill to complete, never mind clean.
On the middle route, as usual attracting the bulk of the riders, it was a closely fought affair, with exactly half of riders coming in with a score of less than 10.  Whilst the route proved to be low scoring it still needed the rider’s full concentration to successfully navigate the limestone strewn sections.
Christopher and Steven Garlick went round the four laps totally faultless, you can imagine the pressure as they both arrived at the tricky section 10 for their last lap attempt!

Pete Hallam on his trusty TY followed up on a total of one dab with Adrian Bellis and Ben Townsend both finished on two.
As with the harder route section five proved to be the most difficult, a climb from the start up and over some small, but awkwardly spaced rocks, followed by a right turn and another tight and tricky right before a left turn descent towards the exit, taking a sharp right to avoid the large rock the harder route had to go over.
The remaining riders completed the easy route, set out for those new to sport, those returning to the sport and those who just wanted an undemanding ride round!
Over 40 rider Mike Stewart negotiated the course well, just having a momentary lapse on section 10, the most difficult on this route, where he dropped his finishing total of one.  Steve Blackburn on his twinshock and Alan Williams both finished on three.

Summary of Results:
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